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It's All Good...

/ have written these pages
as a reﬂection of
the main events
of my 80 p/us
years of /lfe
on this p/anet
Earth, and
some of the
peop/e who
have shared

it with me



Somethlhﬂ to do
Someone to love

Somethinﬂ to /lope ﬁ)r

Indian Proverb

Photo by Nigel Buesst
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Spec/ﬂ/ thanks to my uﬂﬁ: Cat/y Gaal
Lﬂﬂaut and des[gn bﬂ (/pper Yarra Print and Des[gn
P/totqqmphs ﬁom tvan Gaal’s collection

Other pu[a//mtians bﬂ fvan Gaal
People, Stories and Dance - 2018

National Librmy of Canberra
Copyr{'qht 2027 Ivan Gaal
ISBN 978-0-646-84034-5

Printed by /nﬂmm S/Jark

Cover phofo isa reﬂecé/bn of Fisherman’s Bastion on the Budﬂpest
Hilton in the 1970s. (where am |...2)



Foreward

We are rouﬂh/y the same age, lvan and /, yet when [ met
him ﬁ)r the ﬁrst time in 1967 he had been throuﬂh the
second World War, the 1956 Hunﬂarian Mprllsmﬂ and
pestered the in mdinﬂ Soviet troops. He f/ed to Vienna to
avoid incarceration and ﬁom there m[gmtep/ to Australia.

/ could not imagine mﬂse/f in lvan's position /tavinﬂ no
fami/y here, needinﬂ to learn Enﬂ/is/l and embmcinj anew
/lﬁzséy/e. My /1fe to that point could be deemed to have been

tame bﬂ compﬂrllson.

lvan has a strong desive to succeed in /Ifc stemming ﬁam
his ﬁrmative years in a somewhat dysﬁmctlbna/ fami/y.
This shows out in his years of /l'vinﬂ with a step—moéher
who exhibited preference to his SI'b/inﬂs. He relied on his
father’s ﬁ/'ends for meals and sorted out his own education
/mt/l. In Australia his achievements in his work and

sport/nj ﬁe/ds also reﬂect his drive ﬁ)r SUCCESS.

Over the years we have kept in touch and Jan and | have
ety’qyed a rqgu/ar social //fe with Ivan and his u/lfz Cat/y.
However we couldn’t compete with him on the sporting
ﬁe/d. We did try sai/inﬂ and /J/ay/nﬂ tennis a few times but
his intensity to win was sﬁyht[y iné/hdidatlhﬂ. / could keep
up with him swimming /aps in the city /700/ that is until he
pulled his flippers on.
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It's remarkable that someone who had been in the country
such a short time could have been selected to represent
Australia at the 1960 O[ymp/'c Games. And so Mnﬁ)rtpmﬂte
that canoeing was considered a minor sport and required
him to raise his own ﬂmds to go to Rome with the team.
That is where Australia let him down and be/'nﬂ unable to
come up with suﬁdmt ﬂmd/nﬂ fvan had to pass up what
should have been the ultimate recognition of his ab///éy. A
ﬂo/d medal per/taps gone bqgﬂ/nﬂ.

[ tease Ivan that he has become one af our landed gentry
with his /ta/d/nﬂ in Dereel as a chestnut farmer and
fo//ou/inj that ep/lsode to mix with the ar/lstocmcy m

the h[qh country of Victoria. Mind You the ﬂnis—/ovinﬂ
community of Warburton qutbk{y recqgmlsed his pAassion
and talent for the phafqgmph and ﬁ/m while he rqgu/ar[y
skittled t/tmuﬂh the lawn bowls comps in Warburton.

Jan and [ hope that van jets to write many addenda to
his /ﬂbﬂmphy and that he passes on his record to those
fo//ou/inj him. He has oﬂen said to me that | don’t reﬂ/[y
know him and until | read this document I think he was
praba/a[y r{'ght.

John Matthews
a ﬁ/end for 60 years



Jan and John Matthews in Warburton
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/958

[ was born on 23rd March 1938 by Caesarean section in
Budapest. My mother's maiden name was lona Varga. |
had an inner ear infection, so/ spemf extra time n hospt'ta/
with my mother for a week ﬂﬂer [ was born.

She was a custom dress maker working with her brother
Istvan Varga.

My fathe/; Istvan Gaal, and mother were married in 7935.
Thqy had a jood /lfe toyethen Theatre, cinema, dinner
parties and visiting the opera were on their ﬂﬂendﬂ almost
every dﬂy. My birth almost put the stop to all that. Lm:ki[y
my maternal ﬂrﬂndmother took over the motherinj role, so
my parents could continue the ﬂood /lfe t/tey were used to.
My maternal jmndmot/te;; Maria, was a /le/pfu/ wonderfu/
person.

My ﬁzt/ler was the manager af one of the Austrian Julius

Meinl outlet in Budapest.

With mother in hospital.
One week old.
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The standard b

The standard baby photo in
the 1930s

My parents wedding photo in 1935

My mother modeling her
brother’s latest creation.
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7939

We lived in an e/eﬂamf ﬂat in the CBD in
Budapest (on the Pest side). All seemed to be going
well, | had an expensive Moses basket to s/eep m
and the p/totos portray a happy fam:@ /1]%. World
War 1/ beﬂan when Germany invaded ne[g/tbourinﬂ

countries.

My father Istvan and my mother Ilona in Austria before World War 11
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... with the Moses basket

Gyula, my mother, Olga
and grandma

My mother’s mum, Maria looked after me for two years
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/970

() n Christmas Eve my mother abandoned ny fﬂther and
me ﬁ)r another man. My ﬂmﬂdfathet; who was a detective
with the po/l'ce force, ona tlp oﬁ,[ ﬁmnd ny mother in a
hotel with a male ﬁ/iend.

Mﬂ father was with him, he took oﬁr his u/eddinﬂ ring,
threw it at ny mother and that was the end of their
marriage. | remained with miy fathef; and my maternal

ﬂmnd/mrents. My mother was ﬁ)rbidden to see me.

Lonely Christmas with Steiff teddy bear in 1940

8



Another Christmas...

Mother made me a nice coat

With father at Vorosmarty Tér (Budapest)
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A bit lonely...

With my nanny, Christmas, 1941
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At the zoo

At Nyarazsd, in the country where
the Gaal family lived for centuries.
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194/~ 1942

We lived in 52 Mester Utca, on the tap ﬂoor oppas/te an
old church in Budapest.

The war came to Budapest. During /mmb/nﬂ raids at
n{'ghts [ was very disturbed and couldn’t 5/66,0. To manage
my crying outbursts t/tey put me in cold water to calm me
down. They called it Vitus Dance. | remember it as /f it was
yesterdﬂy.

My ﬁlther started to go out with my future stepmat/lz/;
Mmy/t. [ remember one morm'nﬂ [ told her while haw’nﬂ
brmkfast that | didv’t like her. | remember she was crying.

In the Kindergarten
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The Varga family without my mother

With my step mother, Margit

My father with
friends and Margit
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1975

The war was getting closer to us. The Germans were
occupying most of Europe. Hitler gave back part of
Slovakia taken away ﬁom Hungary aﬂer World War /.
This was the part where my /mtertm/ relatives had lived
for centuries. In e)(chanﬂe, Hitler asked the Hunﬂar/ans to
ﬁﬂ/tt on the Germans side. This meant that Margit and my
father could take me to Nﬂamzsd (i todaﬂ called Epo/ny/k}
and aunty Peppr took care of me. [ loved it there. The p/ace
be/onjed to Hungary again.

With aunty Peppi in Nyarazsd

14
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At the zoo in Budapest

On the farm
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/944

My relatives had a /fal/)f[y b{'g farm. Theﬂ had horses,
cows, pou/tly, p{'gs and [ even had my own pet ﬂoat. Aumfy
Peppi and uncle /ozsef gave me evelythlhﬂ [ needed, T/tqy
didn’t have any children so thqy treated me as their own
child. In the same year my ha/f brother was born in Buda-
pest, Frigyes, we called him Frici,

[ still had a pmb/em s/eep/nﬂ, s0 my relatives made me
szc/ﬂ/ grappa, which | drank at n[g/lt...Not a jaod idea ﬁ)r
a ﬁve year old!

The Germans were retreatlhﬂ t/zrouﬂh the V///ﬂﬂﬁ, but

ihey behaved in a civilized manner.

/ saw my ﬁrst aerial battle between an Enﬂ/llsh Sp/tﬁre
and a German Masserschmit over Nyﬂmzsd. The S/Jl’éﬁre
was damaﬂed in the battle and /[6// to the ﬂmund not far
ﬁom us. Thqy kept me away ﬁvm the u/reckﬂﬂe. [ saw the
Enﬂ//lsh pi/otfs pamchute was on ﬁre as he was fa//inj, and
he died on /mpact. That was my ﬁrst close e)(per/ence of the
war, which [ never fo(got.
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Istvan Gaal, my father

... at work

... front of his shop
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1945

The Soviet Red Army had arvived to Nyarazsd. [ was very
/Mcky my name was lvan. Every second Russian solder was
called by the same name. They brought me toys they stole
ﬁam the nq’gh/ﬂaurs.

The downside was that 20 d/rty ﬂea lhfesfed solders s/ept
in the main bedroom. T/lf:y drank any alcoholic ﬂmﬂ, even
the kerosene. They were ‘withdrawing’, because they were

given rum lyeﬂrg every battle, to make them braver.

One night | was sleeping in the grain copboard when a
drunk solder threw me out. Aunty Peppi called the officer
who p/cked up the common solder and threw him out. He
picked me up and gently put me back on top of the sacks. |
never forgot that experience either.

At Obuda, the old family home
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The Gaal boys with my grandfather Mihaly in 1920s

Aunty Olga
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/976

[ was enrolled in a Slovak school, but we did evegt/nhj m
Hungarian. This was the year when this part ofS/omkia
was reclaimed /75 the Slovaks, which Hitler had given to the
nggarians before the war: Hunﬂmy had lost another war,
so when the war ended | was in Slovakia.

One dﬂy my stepmot/wr Margit turned up to take me
back to Budapest to the ’ﬁlm:’[y’f

Another b{'g Chﬂﬂﬂe m my //fe was coming up.

[ remember she Smt/lﬂﬂ/eﬁ{ me over the border for a packet
of cigarettes on the ér/b{ge in Komarom. The Danube river
was running ﬁ?st, it was d/réy and it was raiming. [ was
Sepﬂmted ﬁom pzop/e who took care of me /[or four years
and loved me like their own child. Later [ learned that thqy
wanted to ﬂdopt me, but my ﬁlthﬁl’ wouldn’t allow them to
do that. He wanted me back.

In the same year my ha/fszlster lidiko was born. Lifé was
dlﬁ%rmt now ﬁam the /lﬁ on the farm. We lived in a very
nice ﬂat on the 3rd ﬂoor in Buda, at the ﬁwt of Castle Hill.
With two Yyoung children, Mm:git needed a lot af /te/p. /
became her servant at the age of nine. On top of the hard
work [ had to carry out, she also hit me on the ﬁzaz many-
many times ﬁ)r no reason at all. It scared me a lot...She had
a hard /lﬁ: jl’ﬂbllfﬂﬂ up, so she took it out on me.

[ went to a primary school nmrbﬂ, Attila utca, but | had
prab/ems with my school work.
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My father the entertainer

My uncle Istvan the custom dress maker, at home
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My brain was “blocked’ ﬁom all the alcohol 1 had been

given to hf:/p me s/eep m Nyarazsd over faur years.

My ﬁnfherfs sister; aunty ()/ﬂa came to my rescue. She
walked ﬁ’om Obuda (outskirt of Buda) to our ﬂat many
times to give me one to one tutoring. She he@e&/ me over the
hurdle. She was an anﬂe[

About this time | oﬂen used to get h{'g/z fevers. One day
my temperature was over 40 dqgrees. Margit ﬂl’l’ﬂﬂﬂed
transport to the nearest /lospl'ta/ We were still close to the
end of World War I, so the wards were /[M// of wounded
soldiers. They put me next to a man with ’ﬂes/l fﬂ//inﬂ oﬁr
his /qgs’. [ couldn’t bear the syht of this, and his moaning
every time he /tﬁed his /cy. [ knew I had to get out...but
how? [ realized lf [ took the thermometer out of my mouth
beﬁve it reached 38 dqgrees, /'l be OK to be sent home.
That worked, but back at home it reached 40 again.
Mmy/t was fur/aus, but she couldn’t send me back...

The Communist Partﬂ of Hunﬂﬂty took over the
ﬂovernmznt with a r{'gﬂed election.

With Margit, my stepmother, Frici and Ildiko
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With Frici and Ildiko on Castle Hill, where we lived
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1947 - 52

Durinﬂ this periad my fat/ler fost his Jb/ﬂ, because he was
not a member of the Communist Party. His /astjo/y was
as a manager of the ﬁrst all day/a// n(’ght supermarket
in the CBD. Prevtbus[y he was shop manager for Julius
Meinl, co/%e and chocolate spec/a/llsﬁs, for 25 years. [t was
an Austrian ﬁrm, but aﬁfer the war it was nationalized by
the Communists and became Kizert. He had to learn new
skills, Stup{y Marxism and J'o/'ned the Party. He had three
children to support. | remember Margit se/ﬁhj her breast
milk to make up ﬁ)r the loss af imcome. My father got a new

J'ob as a manager of a collective farmfs outlet in the market.
(Lehel uti /Jiac) / ﬁmlshed my e/ementmy sc/mo//nﬂ with

distinction.

[ wasn't smart, on[y &ﬁﬁyent and hard workinﬂ. Loved
rmd/nﬂ and zly'qyed my own company at home, whenever
[ could. 1 had many ﬁt’ends and with my new roller skates,
given to me bﬂ my fatherfs ﬁ/end Uncle Karcsi, [ skated
around Castle Hill and the Fishermen'’s Bastion, which still
carried the damaﬂe of wayr. Castle Hill was our p/ayﬂround
todﬂy it is a major tourist attraction. .

[ also did a lot af work in the market se///'nﬂ, de//ver/hﬂ
orders to clients and eating Jots of watermelon.
(i Gorquinﬂer). {jained the amateur u/rest//nﬂ club as
well. (Vasas SC) | had a very ﬂoad trainer; 1928 OZymplb
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c/tamp/on, Lajos Keresztes. [ attended tm/m'nﬂ rqgu/ar{y
and [ was ﬂaod atit. / zljjoyed wrest/inj. That's where /
could express the anger / ﬁz/t towards Ma/y/t. [ started to

wim competitians.

The wrestling medals from the 1950s

Lajos Keresztes - Olympic Champion 1928.
My wrestling coach
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Photo - Ian Maddison

The building in Buda. Lived here for ten years. Third floor
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The inside area

My high school in Buda.
Toldy Ferenc Gimnazium
(1953-56)
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/955 - 5

Enrolled in the best H{'g/l School in Budapest near us,
Toldi Ferenc Gimnazium. [ was again a ﬂood student. We
had to learn Russian, which | etgqued and [ was ﬂood at it.
My father ﬂot ﬂnothe/y'olﬂ, as an accountant with a state
owned sewer c/eam'nﬂ company. So | had the opportunity
to work there durl’nﬂ the summer and winter ha/t’days. /1t
was ﬂood money, so [ could buy my own books and take
care of my educational expenses. [was 15 years old at that
time. [ was small, so [ had to go down in to the sewer /Jllbes
and clean them, while the others pu//w/ out the shit’ on the
ém//ey which | ﬁ//ed up.

One dﬂy when [ was u/ark/nﬂ a caup/e of meters ﬁom
the smface i the s/aujhterhouse sewer, | heard a roaring
sound. T/zqy qulbk[y pu//ed me out just before a ﬂood of
water ﬁ’om the near/?y dam rushed thmuﬂh. One more
miinute down there and | would have been dead!

[ did less work ﬁ)r Ma(git, my father was dr/n/(lhﬂ more
and | don’t remember much about my brother and sister.
T/tqy were Margit'’s favaur/te children. fe/t [ was on my
own at the age of ﬁﬂem. No one ever came to see me at
wrest//nﬂ competitions or at school meetings. [ won the

Janior Budﬂp&st chnmp/ons/tl,b i my u/e[ght division, in
Greco Roman u/rest//nﬂ.

Dur/nﬂ tm/m'nﬂ with a EMI’OPC&IH champ/(m [ was bﬂd[y
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lhjured [ dislocated my /eﬁf elbow

1955 Junior Championship.
Among all the activities I kept up with the sport of Canadian
canoeing
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and that was the end of my wrest/lhj career.

That same year; aﬂer two years at the przst[g/ous h(’gh
school, | /eﬂ and enrolled into a well known technical school,
t/t/nkinj that the techwical d/'p/onm will give me income
after / ﬁmls/l my studies. That would have made me more
lhdependent. [ remember [ a/u/ays had to think about my
existence and futm'e. M Iy paremfs never worried about it
and I knew it. | also knew that | wouldn’t have a chance
to go to university because of my Class’ in communist
socieéy. There were workers, peasants, intellectuals and
miscellaneous classes. | be/onﬂed to the last one. Doors were

closed for me...l had to be very jaod to be ﬂcczpted.

In the winter | rqgu/ar{y worked as a street snow cleaner

dm’inﬂ the n[ght. [t was ﬂoop/ money.

Sometimes [ worked, also at n[ght, un/ond/nﬂ br/'quettes
ﬁom wagons at the m//u/aﬂ station with my ﬁ/end
Mohacsi Csaba. (I wonder what happened to him. | heard
that he m[grated to Canada, but | couldn’t ﬁnd him via
the Red Cross.) I remember | was s/eep/hﬂ in the classroom

dm’inﬂ lessons, but the teachers didn’t know w/ty!

/ ﬂ/M/ﬂyS kept busy, and visited my ﬁnfher(s ﬁimds at
n{'ght to get ﬁee meals. | was waiting far somethinj to
/tappen, [ even t/louﬂht of how /ove[y it would be lf [ was
adopted /75 anice /[&rm/'[y...
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My yearly travel card

Showing off ... because I could

31



It's All Good...

During that time | met my mother lona Varga for the
ﬁrst time in more than 12 years. | Adidn’t know what to do.
! heard so many bad stories about her that | didn’t know
how to respond to her. Aﬂer meetinﬂ her a few more times,
and with Ma(g/tfs lhter/[erencz a/u/ays there, | was ﬁ)rced to
dmp the whole issue.

The last time [ saw her was at the Budﬂp&st Motor
GP dressed in all black leather. She was competinﬂ in the

sidecar race with her new husband, She didn’t see me.

Jo strenﬂt/ten my /eﬂ elbow and shoulder I took up
canoeing. That was a ﬂoad sport for me. | had to travel /onﬂ
distances for tra/m'nﬂ, but / ﬁz// i love with sport. Here /
met my canoe partner Gyuri Molnar and in the second year
of padd//nﬂ togzther we came third at the > junior national
champ/ons/up (See C2 ﬁ/m m I/Vikipedia under lvan Gaal).

[ was zd/t/hﬂ the school’s bill board and did well in my
studies. [ visited my ﬁltherfs ﬁfimds almost every n{'g/lt, to
ﬂet ﬁ’ee ﬁlad and keep away ﬁom Mm:git.

Gyuri and I have our first meeting in 57 years at the Danube in 2013
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In our boat with Gyuri on a tour in 1955

Attila, Irene and Gyuri in Visegrad
in 2013
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/956

[ still worked in the winter s/love///hﬂ snow, [ read a lot,
went to movies and ﬁz// in love with Gina La//o/?r[gida aﬂer
seeing her in Italian ﬁ/ms, the on[y few farz[gn ﬁ/ms we
were allowed to see. No other Western ﬁ/m.s were allowed,

E Vﬁlythlhﬂ was censured,

Our diet, rqgardinﬂ ﬁ/m.s, were the Soviet product/ons.
! must admit [ liked Sergei Eisenstein ﬁ/ms. T/tqy were
pou/erfu/, creative, /'nformative and educational. | think
ihey /nﬂuenced me a lot, at that time and later in //fe.

/ rea/[y didn’t have a home anymore. Margit doted over
my ha/f brother Fric who had /unﬂ pra/a/ems, and lldike
was too young to relate to. M Iy /[ﬂt/lzr had a new j/r/ﬁimd
and | was visiting even my mother’s uncle as well. | was

wa/t/'nﬂ ﬁzr Somet/linﬂ to hﬂppen.

/t /tappmed on the n[ght of the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution, on 23rd October. Gﬂuri and [ went to Margit
Island to enrol to the elite Honved Canoe Club, in order to
get better coach/nj.

As we walked out to the bri&{ge and to the c/éy, the
revolution was in ﬁ/l// swing. Gyuri and | said joodbye to
each other and we went our separate ways. We Adidn’t see
each other ﬁ)r another 55 years (See ﬁ/m C2-No Escape
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ﬁom the Old canoe under lvan Gaal in l/l/tkllbediﬂ). [ joined
the crowd and he went home.

Photo Pesti Srdc2

We thought we won the revolution on November 4th 1956

Photo Getty Images

After four days of freedom, this is the punishment by the Russians
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/ stayed with ﬁ/ends near the centre (Corvin Koz) and
was involved every day in a small way with the action.

It was upllﬁ/ﬂﬂ as well as deprzssinﬂ. First the Russian
tanks came, destmyed fots of bul’/ﬂ//hﬂ.s, then thqy /Eﬂ and
we had ﬁmr daﬂs of ﬁzedom. Aﬂer that, 20 divisions af
Russian troops and tanks came and killed many /Jeap/e
and destroyed more bm'/d/hﬂs. The Revolution was on the
way to be suppresse&{

One dﬂy accidenta/[y [ met my father in the street and
told him that | had no other choice, but to leave Hunﬂﬂty
and escape to the West. He aﬂ/’eed. The reasons were,
ﬁrst/y [ was scared that somebop{y m[ght report me ﬁ)r
bm’/dinﬂ the barricades and Szcond/y ! had nowhere to go. [
didn’t reﬂ/[y have a home /75 now.

On 20th November 1956, on a sunny autumn dﬂy, at
dpm [ took a bus to Obuda to visit my aunty ()/ﬂa who
lived in the old fami[y house. [ /toped / could stay with her.
[ knocked on the b(’g ﬂate, but she wasn’t home. | made
a qm’c‘k decision and /lopped on the bus going to the old
cemetery on the Vienna Road. That was the road to the
west. Got oﬁ[ the bus and started to walk towards Vienna.

[t was six olock in the evening.

/ met up with an old ﬂent/eman who was also going my
way. We hitch hiked and a truck pl'cked us up. Before a
Vi//aje it stopped and we were told that Russians are there,
so we got oﬁ[ and ran into the forest. We leaned against the
trees and wondered, what's next. N[ght fé// and snow
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The gate I knocked on 20th November 1956.
No one home ... headed to the West

... Where I crossed the Iron Curtain
22nd November 1956
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bqg&m to fa/[ What now..? Sudden[y a man, who turned
out to be the foreste/; talked to us and aﬁferzd his house
for us to stay overn{'ght. He and his w/fe gave us food
and shelter for the n{'ght. /' never fa(get their /tosp/ta/iz?y
towards comp/ete strangers. | still remember them ﬁnd[y.

Next daﬂ we headed towards the border town of Gﬂz’?’r
over snow covered ﬁe/ds. We walked 15 km that daﬂ.
We arvived in Gyor fate aﬁfernoan and got on the train
tmve//inﬂ towards the border. With the /te/p of 7760/7/5
smujﬂ/ers "we were given shelter in one of the local /760/7/63
stables a/onﬂ with six other peop/e. [t was a very cold n[ght
and we had no blanket on/ﬂ straw to cover ourselves. | was
woken up bﬂ a little m/f /l'ck/nj my ﬁzet.../\/lﬂ Jast n(qht "m
my countfy, in a stable...] didn’t féfyet that either:

At S5 am our ﬂm’de, ’peo/a/e smuﬂﬂ/er’ woke us up and
we were on our way to the border, not knou/inj what will
happen. We had to walk 10 km over ﬂat fand and ﬁazen
p]m'ck sand which started to melt under us, as the t/‘/ﬂﬂ was
getting warmer. | fhouﬂ/tﬁ that this walk will be my Jast
trip beférg [ die there.
Lots of [ittle events /mppened dur/nﬂ the day, which scared
the hell out of us all, but at last we saw the border towers.
Once we knew thqy were empty, we made a run over “no
man’s” land which still had the patha/es where the mines
were /m//ep/ up six months beﬁm&.
! had to he/p a kind man who was a real ’ﬁeedam ﬁﬂhter’.
He had his boots on fér the last two weeks and couldn’t
take them of/,[ his féet was so swollen. | remember it c/mr{y
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This is how we crossed the border.

We passed the empty border towers
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how [ was t/yinﬂ to rum with him. He leaned on me, he was
over 6 feet tall, and he pushed me into the ﬂround.

That was the /onjest 50 meters [ have ever ran...| was
fota/{q numb /gy the time [ was in Austria at Fpm on 22nd
November 1956. | was ﬁna/[y in the West! | ﬁz/t ﬁ’ee at
fast... That's how the Western propaj&mda made us /[ee/,
which was broadcast over Free Europe radio station every

day. We used to listen to it secrzt[y m Hﬂﬂﬂﬂly.

The Austrian Red Cross /Jicked us up /75 bus and took
us to the v///ﬂﬂe ofAndﬂu. My ﬁ/end got /te/p ﬁom the
Red Cross and was given a beautiﬁl/ Swedish pu//over as
well. As soon as he got out he sold it to a local ﬁlrmer. Now
he had money and he treated me in the restaurant for a
bmut/fu/ tasty dinner. Aﬂer a ﬁeu/ days without food it was
heaven sent...The other refugees 5 just looked at us throuﬂ/l

the window as we tucked in.

The bus was waiting and took us to Vienna 100 km
away. [t was unfor:getta/a/e to see the neon /lyhts of Vienna
for the ﬁrst time. F/na/\/y [ was in cap/ta/llsm and the neon
/lyhfs of Coca Cola eveiyw/lere, but | still had not tasted
the stuﬁ.f
We went Stm[ght into the CBD where the:y set us up in an
old éui/dinﬂ which be/onﬂw/ to the Blind Institute. It was
m/dn[ght when we set up our bed on the ﬂaor covered with
haﬂ. Luck/'[y theﬂ gave us blankets. Twenty of us s/e,mf m

one small room. Not the ﬁve star hotel, as we ”Htflﬂﬂﬂl’l'ﬂﬂ
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ﬁeedom ﬁﬂhters 7 t/louﬂht we will get. Haha...

Next daﬂ [ met up with the old ﬁ/'end !/ had met on the
road while escaping to Austria ﬁom Hungary and we went
down to the local pub. This was the ﬁrst time | had Coca
Cola and listened to the J'Mke box /zearinj Elvis Pres/eﬂ. /
was knocked out /gy the song Six Otlock Rock by Ha/f:yfs
Comets. A kind Austrian man came to us and spokz /Jerﬁa‘ct
Huangarian. We made ﬁimds and he took us around
Vienna in his small Fiat 72)/70//140. We met his fami[y who
were part[y Hungarian. They had a stone mason business
near where we were /I'V/hﬂ. [ remember they were called
Szzp/ﬂa/s. Thqy invited me for dinner, | met the ﬁlm/[y and
they were very kind to me after my old ﬁimd /eﬂ. [ wanted
to buy them a Christmas pre.smt, but 1 had no money, so |
went to the Red Cross and gave blood, /[or which | was pa/d

ﬂood money. Now [ could buy some presents and | fe/t very
ﬂood about it. They apprecmted it as well,

We used to ﬂet faod and c/oth/nﬂ coupons ﬁom ICEM,
which was an American rzﬁdﬂee organisation. We were an
excellent /Jmpaﬂandﬂ material dur/nﬂ the cold war. We
were very /Mcky; we were called the Freedom F/"ghters, who
fauﬂht Communism...

My father had a ﬁ/end ﬁom Budapest /I'V/'nﬂ i Vienna,
who was a shap window dresser, called uncle Karcsi. With
a young Austrian Good Samaritan | walked throuﬂ/t the
cizfy to the suburbs to meet him, his wife He/ﬂa and his
/ove{y dauﬂhter; with whom [ went to kl'nde(garten m
Budapest. T/tqg took me in and | Stayed with them ﬁzr the
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rest of my time in Vienna.

During that time [ received letters ﬁ’om my father every
week encoumjlhﬂ me to go to embassies and express
interest in suitable countries. My ﬁrst choice was Canada.
! had read lots af books about the Canadian adventurers in
the outback over the Arctic written /75 Jack London. Also,

canoeing came ﬁom Canada, so it made sense.

That is where the Iron Curtain was at
Andau.

The cafe where we had our first
dinner in the West (Andau).
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The Australian passport came ﬁrst and the next day
the Canadian arrived. As it /tappened, my fmfherfs [etter
also came around the same time te///nﬂ me again about
Australia, so [ tore up the Canadian passport and made
the decision that I'll leave ﬁzr Australia.

The organisers took me to Sﬂ/z/m;:g /gy bus one Sunday
morning. Uncle Karcsi's u//'fe came to see me oﬁf and |
remember she gave me a ﬂo/d com for ﬂoad Juck. I also
remember the day, because [ had a /tem(y heart far /eﬂw'nj
my beloved Europe behind for someth/nﬂ tota//ﬂ unknown
to me. [ saw one /Jictm’e af Punt Road ﬁt// of cars, taken
ﬁom above the Richmond rail br/'ﬁ{ge; m our ﬂqumphﬂ
book...1 knew noth/nﬂ about Australia, except that there
were more cars per popu/at/(m than in any other country at
that time.

The Refuﬂee camp next to the Salzack River consisted of
old timber shacks. It was cold, snowing and [ was s/eepinﬂ
with some young Hunﬂarian thuﬂs. [ was scared at n{'g/lt,
but durinﬂ the day [ was exp/or/hﬂ the most bmut/fu/ c/éy
in Europe. ICEM gave us coupons to buy c/othinﬂ and jood
faod. We were still the Hunﬂari&m Freedom F/"ghters, so
we ergjoyed the pr/'vi/qus, but the Austrians resented our
spzndinj money on expmsive items. | remember their looks

and their faces in the shops.
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Winter in Sa/z/amy was magic and it was Mozart'’s
200th anniversary of his birth. The town was fu// af rich
Americans, who came for the occasion. | ery’oyed mysz/f "
Europe for the last time. Then one day uncle Karcsi ﬁom
Vienna arvived, He came to pl'ck me up, to take me back to
Vienna, because he and his wife ff:/t sorry to let me go toa
stranﬂz continent all alone. Soon, | was back in the old c/éy.
Uncle Karcsi was a shop window dresser and he took me to
his work p/aces so [ can learn the trade. It was hard far me.
! didn’t think I had the talent for that profess/an. Besides
that, his daujhter Erika, who was //Vlhﬂ with them made
it obvious that she didw’t like me bet'nj there.

[ went back to the Australian Eméassy and asked for
another visa. Within a few daﬂs [ travelled by bus to
Sa/zbwy aja/n. / spmt a ﬁzw more weeks there. It was

most memorable, dzsp/te the hards/tt,b.

On 13th Fe/arumy 1957 cauj/lt the train with other
nggarians to Amsterdam, Holland to board the b{'g
imnspart 5/1/,'0, Johan Van Oldenbarnevelt. ﬁfavz///nﬂ
ﬁhroujh Germany dur/nﬂ a beautiﬁ:/ day was a b(’g
adventure ﬁ)r someone like me, who grew up in commumnism
isolated ﬁom the West. We arvived in the evening and
the part is where | met He&{y and Alex Szabo, who were
wa/t/'nﬂ in the queune to board. Alex and [ shared the
common bunks quarter and we were the two peop/e aﬁ%cted
most /gy sea sickness. We became ﬁt’ends for /lﬁz.
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The ship Johan Van Olderbarnevelt.

Under the Pacific sun.

The sport people on the boat (mostly footballers)
I am the first on the left.
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We travelled throuﬂh the canals and / got seasick even
beﬁve we Wit the sea. | knew then that it was not going to
be an easy fourney. Another 20,000 km was wa/t/'nﬂ far me
i the next six weeks.

Because of the Suez crisis at that time in @ypt, we had
to sail around Aﬁ/cﬂ and then to Australia. Our ﬁrst stop
was the Canmy [slands. But beforz arriving there, we hit
very bad weather in the Bay of Biscay near France. | was
very-very sick. | couldn’t get out af bed for the duration of
that tn]ﬂ, which took about a week. All the SIhj/e men were
m one b{q cabin and Alex and | were still the worst of all

the men.

Just as / ﬂot used to the boat rockinj and ro///nj we
landed in Las Palmas, Cana/y [sland. Soon as [ took my
ﬁrst steps on land I was sick again. | discovered that the
sea and [ are not made for each other... The next stop was
South Aﬁ/ca, Cape Jown. Aﬁfer Spendinj 2 days there we
sailed far Perth, Australia. Bﬂ now [ was enfoying the tr/p
at last. Seeinﬂ movies, mak/nﬂ ﬁ’iznds and [ even won the
skittle champions/np. Because we were trave///hﬂ with 1000
Dutch peop/e and my name fooked like a Dutch name, theﬂ
pranaunczd muy name with a K, so [ missed out on many
hand outs.

We arrived at Fremantle on my 19th b/rt/tday which was
avery hot daﬂ. (40 dqgrees) We were allowed to go ashore
to exp/ore the little ﬁshinﬂ V/'//aﬂe’, which it was at that time.
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... more of the same...
with two European champion basketballers, the Hody brothers, and the
European champion spinter , Vera Neszmélyi.

Arriving in Melbourne 25th March 1957.
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M Iy ﬁ/end and | walked the hot and ﬁs/ty sme///nj streets
and we both ﬂot depressed and wanted to go back to
Europe... We both knew there was no Joing back.

Two days later we arvived at Port P/l//l,b Bay. As we
sailed up to Melbourne we ran aﬂmund in the Bay, and
had to stay put ﬁ)r 4 hours but ﬁna/[y we arvived at 6pm.
We were /aok/nﬂ for the tall /t[g/z—rllse apartments and
the City. All we could see were small bul'/d/hﬂs and empty
beaches...another p/lbﬂppﬁ/htmznt. / remember u/a/kinﬂ out
ﬁom Station Prer to Bay Street Port Melbourne, and saw
the ﬁrst TV ina shop and | bouj/lt some grapes. T/tey were
lovely.

We 5/6pt on board and the next daﬂ the train, the old
“ved rattlers”, /ﬂu//ed i and we bqgan our journey to
Bomggi//ﬂ, the m[gmnt camp near A//ymy. [t was an ex-
army barracks converted for migrants in transition to their

ﬁfltMI’EjObS ﬂﬂd new FKSI'&{EI”ICES.

Two th/'nﬂs bothered me at that time. One was that we
saw ourselves as ’ﬁeedom ﬁﬂhters’and refuﬂees, as we were
m Eurape, but in Australia we all became J'ust ordinmy
migrants. The second /Jm/ﬂ/em was miy ingrown toenail.

It was now very bﬂd[y /nﬁzcted by the heat on the way to
Australia, due to my narrow and po/nted shoes [ received in

Austria.

When we arvived in Bonqgi//a, [ went stm[ght to the
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medical centre, beﬁire [ was even rqgtlstered i the camp. /
remained there ﬁ)r three months. Alex and He{/y were there
as well and thf:y visited me rqgu/ar[y. The novice doctors
6xp6rl'mented on me untsl thqy decided to pu// of the whole

nail. It wasn't a ﬂood start for me i miy new copmt/y...

/ spent my time /eﬂrm'nﬂ Enﬂ/lls/l and racing around the
hosp/fa/ s veranda in my wheel chaiv. | worked on my PB all
the time. When [ came out af the hosp/ta/, / ﬁna/[y started
my oﬁa’a/ /lfe in Australia.

One dﬂy a Hunﬂarian guy called Karl, came to the camp
/ook/nﬂ for soccer p/ayers. [ wasn’t one, but | oﬁ%red him
my bed dur/nﬂ the daﬂ, to s/eep oﬁr his /onj ] journey ﬁom
Adelaide. He was very ﬂmtefu/ and said that he will write
a letter to the oﬁc[ﬂ/s, promlls/nﬂ me shelter and work in
Adelaide, which were the conditions far my release. So the
ﬂovernment pa/d for my tr/,b to that c/éy, and [ was of to
another start.

Aﬂer arriving in Melbourne, | was wa/t/hj ﬁ)r the traim
to take me to Adelaide. At peak hour time at Spm, in ﬁant
of Flinders Street Station, | /mmped mto my teacher ﬁom
Budapest, Sandor Mokos. It was amazing... Our ﬁ/ends/n]ﬂ
/s still ongoing because of that short mzetinﬂ, with many
happy times Spemf with Sandor, his wtﬁ: Eva, now deceased,
and their children, Robert, Caro/yn, Rfckﬂ and Peter.

Arvived in Adelaide and settled with Karl and his
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German w/fe Hilda. 1 had to spmk German with her, but
t/tqy were very nice to me. Thqy /te//aed me to get a labourer

J'ob at the Phi/lps fﬂctwy and | stayed with them for one
year. / baujht a 250cc Java motorbike, and now had a

few ﬁ/'ends. Thqy were fHungarians and one of them was
Leslie Voros (Les). He was a wrestler as well. We J'o/ned the
Ra//waﬂ Wrest/lhﬂ Club and we were demonstmtinj to the
Aussies how we wrestled in Hunﬂary. Thqy were impressed,
because we knew the latest 5@/6 ﬁom Europe fearned ﬁom
our ()[ymp/c C/mmp/cm coach, Lajos Keresztes. Sad[y ! had
to gave it up, [ was aﬁat’d of ﬂett/nﬂ hurt. Who would look

after me when [ was I'P]/'MI’EE{ or sick..?

[ went to Enﬂ/llsh classes at n[ght in the preﬁlb bw'/d/nﬂs
next to the Torrens River. It was ﬁm, but | did better by
/earm'nﬂ ten words a daﬂ on muy own. Just had to pmctice
dm’inﬂ the day with anybo&{y who listened...

Wrestling in Adelaide with Les. 1958
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[ used to do exhibition matches where | usua/[y beat a
Greek wrestler in my we[ght division in the Adelaide Greek
Club. His name was 7Zmy Cacas, a very nice ma, who went
on to represent A ustralia in the Ekyo (){ympic Games in
7964. He had a chemist 5/10/7 m CBD.

Les and [ boarded with a Ukrainian ﬁim/’[y /[or a while. |
remember the hot summer n[g/lts without aiy cond/t/om'nﬂ.
It was unbearable some n{'ghfs. At work | was pramoted
to the ap/a//&mces assemble lines. First, to the persona/ fans
and later to the car radio sections. One day [ was tak/nﬂ
home rg’zcted pﬂrzﬁs so [ could [ put toyether a small ﬁm, for
use i the heat. 50mebody saw it, dobbed me in and | was
sacked on the spot. [ was devastated.

Luck/{q / got another:/o/a in Pope Products work/nﬂ on
small electric motors. Beﬁ)re the 1958 Christmas ho//day
the owner of the factmy, Myr Pope came around and shook
all the workers hands and wished them Happy Christmas.
[ was surprllsed and shocked. This was the ﬁrst time [ had
met a real ”cap/ta//lst”. The communists back at home in
Hunjﬂty told us that mpita/llsfs e)(p/o/ted workers, not
shook their hands. | thouﬂht he was a nice man. [ never

fm:got the exper/ence.

With my motorbike | had two very close “shaves” on the
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road. Luck/'[y [ didn’t ﬂet hurt. It was time to sell.

Les and [ ﬁmnd another p/ace to live, a citfy pub m Sturt
Street. Another ﬁ/end, whose name [ fm:get, also came
to live with us. We each had a room. Small but at last /
had some privacy far the ﬁrst time. [ remember Saturday
mornings buylhﬂ liverwurst in the continental delicatessen,
which | ate and had a ﬂ/ass of beer ﬁom downstairs. |
t/touﬂ/lt [ was in heaven.
The three of us were exp/ar/hﬂ the ciéy and the ﬂﬂl’dﬂﬂ&
T/tqy were all around us, just fike in Europe. On Satm’days
/ also did some ﬂardeninﬂ work for another Hungarian
/I'V/'nﬂ in the same hotel. In the end he never pat’d me.

We went to d/]ferent town halls on Sﬂtm’day n{'ghfs to
try some “community” dﬂﬂcfﬂj.

We tried the Canadian Barn danc/nﬂ with fo)( trot, tanﬂo,
etc but we were never successfu/ in meeting nice ﬂ/’r/S.

Adelaide was not into acce/ﬂt/nﬂ ’wqg boys’ in the 1950s...

!/ had enauﬂh ofAde/a/de, which was terr/ﬁc ﬁ)r married
men with fam//ies but not /[or Slhﬂ/g guys. Beinﬂ underaﬂz,
my sa/a/y was very fow, so I couldn’t save much money
either.

Aﬂer some consideration | ﬁna/(y bouﬂht my bus ticket
to Melbourne. | packed my /7e/onﬂl'njs tqgether with my
P/l///]ﬂs bakelite radio and /eﬁf in the morning by bus on st
of/&mua/y 7959 ﬁ)r Melbourne.
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The three of us in Adelaide

I'was strong in 1958
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With the Scottish and German families in 1958

Not very happy in Adelaide...

I could walk on my hands for
50 meters
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Arvived in Melbourne at midn('ght. Looked ﬁ)r a hotel to
stay m overn[qht, so the next day { could visit Hedy and
Alex who lived in Kew. [ tried two hotels, they were all fu/[
The Test Match was held in Melbourne that year, so no
fuck. A taxi driver took me to the an[y hotel he t/louﬂht will
have a bed, the Chevron Hotel on St Kilda Road. Ha/f of my
savings were spent on that n{'ght.

Next daﬂ / found my way to Kew, (/ don’t know how)

on[y to ﬁnd a note Alex /6ﬂ me in the letter box, te///'nﬂ

me that they went to Adelaide to visit ﬁf/mds./ Lucki[y he
/eﬂ an address ﬁ)r me to look up in Dar//nj Street South
Yarra. It was a board/nﬂ house ran /gy Bandi bacsi (uncle,
we called him) and Juci neni (apméy}. / arvived and thf:y
told me that thqy were fu// up. As they closed the door |
sudden/y pam’cked..u//mt now..? [ was M/ﬂ/klhﬂ down the
street towards Toorak Road, when Bandi bacsi ran aﬂer
me and called me back. He told me that they can clear the
/J/ace under the staircase and [ can stay there until there
IS a vacancy. We jot rid of the rats, put a bed in, and now
! had a home again. These nice peop/e fet me stay there

on credit until gota J'ola. The board/nj house was ﬁ/l// of

Hlxlﬂjﬂl’/ﬂﬂ and German Yyoung men, but no ﬂ/'r/s.

The ﬁlod was terr/ﬁc, but we had to share rooms. |

was /Mcky ﬂjﬂlh. When a room was available, | had an
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inte///"gent man ﬁlr my roommate called Emil. He was an
amateur photqgmpher and an educated man. | ﬂot my ﬁrst
camera and started to take photos of eve;ythlhﬂ.

My ﬁrstjo/y in Melbourne was in the Electrolux ﬁlctwy
nearby. Low wage, hard work but it was nmrby.

/ ﬁmnd the Fm’rﬁe/d Canoe Club at Fm’rﬁe/d and | started
to go padd//'nﬂ on the Yarra River. Problem was that |
had to use the old boats ﬁom the club. E very padd/er had
their imparted boat ﬁom Europe. No social we/fare state
here...the government didn’t supp[y the boats like back in
Hungary.

In the meantime | got another:/o/a with the Astor Radio
facto;y " Huntlhjda/a A /onﬂ way ﬁom South Yarra...
I/Vorkinj as a radio repa/rman, / t/muﬂ/lt / m[ght as well
fearn about the electronics, so I enrolled to the Marconi
School of Wireless courses in the City. The course was very
ﬂood for me. [ was /earm'nﬂ the /ﬂnﬂuﬂﬂz and a trade at the
same time. In a year | ﬁmﬁshed the d/,b/oma.

Jo go tmim'nj on the river in Far’rﬁe/d, work in
Hunt/hﬂda/z and live in South Yarra took up a fot of my
time tmvz//lhﬂ. ! met many Hungarians at the Club and |
bouﬂht Frici’s (another Hunﬂﬂn’ﬂn) SIhj/e Canadian boat,
so now [ was on the way dm’nﬂ the sport [ foved so much.
[ was compet/t/ve in weekend races, but [ knew [ wasn't

rm/[y as ﬂood in the SIhﬂ/es as [ would be in the double
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Canadian canve. IJ'ust had to ﬁnd a suitable partner to
/Jadd/e with.

Life was very hard, and all the activities didn’t kill my
fee/inﬂ af foneliness. Sometimes [ think now, that at that
time my fmfure w/fe, Cat/ly, was /I'V/'nﬂ across the river in

Brunswick and she was on[y nine years old.

Luck came my way again. One of the canoeists, Frici, was
u/ork/nﬂ at the PMG and ‘gave me a Hungarian engineer's
name in head aﬁqcz. [ went for an interview with him. |
was successfu/, S0 ﬂot a J'aé as a technical opemtor at the
ABC Radio (3LO & 3AR) and Radio Australia’s studios in
Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. That was my ﬁrst “Clean ’fjob.
My Enﬂ//lsh was improving and /lﬁz was getting better. The
on[y prob/em was that | had to work sh/ﬂ work. The eﬂr/y
morning sh/ﬂs were the hardest, start/nﬂ at ﬁve ollock.

[ was u/ork/nﬂ at Radio Australia as well. Because Radio
Australia was an international broadcnstlhﬂ station, with
a ﬁ)cus on Asia and the Pacrﬁc, [ met many /nterestinﬂ
/Jeap/e ﬁom these countries, and [ er]/'qyed this exper/ence. /
took out one of the /ﬂpanese announcers, Kimiko Orimoto
who came ﬁom Hiroshima. She was very nice, but older
than me, so we J'Mst driﬂed apart. She was a ﬂrmt lhﬂumce
on me rqgard/nﬂ Asian culture for which | am very ﬂrateﬁ«t/

now.

One summer day [ was u/ait/'nﬂ for a train at Flinders
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Street station. [ saw a /ave{y Young ﬂ/'r/ Sfﬂnd/ﬂﬂ near me. |
made sure that ”accidenta//y "1 sat opposite to her. As luck
has it, a drunk started hﬂmssmj her so [ prztended that /
was her boyﬁ/imd to get rid of him. Her name was Gloria
Villis. | didn’t ﬂet of at South Yarra, [ travelled all the way
to Noble Park with her. She introduced me to her fam/[y
and ﬁna/[y / had a “sort” of ﬂ/r/ﬂiend. T/tqy were “ten
pomw/ 7 migrants ﬁom London. Her brother, Terry, became
a ﬁlmous musician later in /lfe. Another brother, Rﬂy Villis,
turned out to be a screenwriter back in UK. He is also the
author af ’Stea//nﬂ ﬁom the Bear".

[ used to c/zanﬂz sh/ﬂs so [ could pﬂdd/e more. It pa/&/ oﬂ
One race day the club coach, Zoly Sz[gett} suﬂjested that
/ padd/g with ”Pl,bper”, Adrian Powell who needed a new
partuer. In the ﬁrst race we came second to the Hungarian
bqys, Vidu and Frici, But that was J'Mst the bqginninj.

At work the ABC announcers were rea/[y terr/ﬁc to me.
T/tqy got rid of my tervible ’facto;y ﬂoor’A ussie accent.
Some of them became my ﬁ/ends and [ visited them in
their homes, oﬂzn. The ones who hz/ped me most were
Peter Evens, Joe L/,'mfon, Brian qu/e and Bever[y Cook.
She introduced me to the humour of the Goons and Barry
Hump/lr/es. [ am eterna/[y jmtefu/ to all of them.
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Alex and Hedy getting married in Melbourne 1959.

Emil Ughy, my mentor
at 20 Darling St. South Yarra.
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Bandi bdcsi and Juci néni in South Yarra who ran a boarding house.

Cathy “across the river” in Brunswick at the same time. 1960
(She is the one on the left).
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Racing the singles on the Maribynong River.

...and with my partner in the boat, Pipper (Adrian Powell).
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With Gloria Villis.

ABC Radio/TV presenter Beverley Cook, who later married into the family of
former PM Sir Robert Menzies.

62



My favourite photo of Catherine (Age three).
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7960

It was a great year! In Fe/arualy Adrian and [ won the
Australian Canoe Champions/np in C2 (double Canadian
canoe) class on 1000 meters in record time in Ballarat on
Lake Wendouree. Our time on the distance would have
earned us a bronze medal at the 1956 Games, on the
same lake. Because of our achievement we were selected
to represent Australia at the 1960 Rome ()[ympic Games.
[ wrote the news to my fat/tef; who was in haspita/ at
that time in Budapzst, that [ am coming to Europe m
A uﬂust. He read the latter, but in two weeks time he died of
thrombosis. | wasn’t told about his passing away until he
was a/rzaﬂ{y buried. A unty ()/ﬂ/ wrote me and sent me the
photos. [ was devastated, but couldn’t do ﬂnyf/l/ﬂj about
it. [ couldn’t go back to Hunﬂa/y, it was too danﬂemus,
ihey would have J'a//ed me...

In the meantime [ tried to get the 600 paunds needed to
pay for my p/ace in the team. In today% money it would
have been around $35,000. Hunﬂarian sporfs peap/e tried
to collect money, but it wasn'’t enouﬂh. The ABC's Social
Club tried to ﬂet the money, but it was too late. / stayed
behind, but my partne:; Adrian Powell ﬂot the money. /t
was a shame, because we were international standard, and
Adrian, on his own wasn’t. It was a b(’g /earm'nﬂ curve for
me about how ”Cﬂp/'ta/llsm " operates. In socialism | would

have been pﬂl’d to go. [ was a victim of Robert Menzies’
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credit squeeze. Glovia and / ﬁna/[y broke up.

A new /Iﬁz started far me. [ enrolled to RM/ Tfor the Radio
and Television Stations Operators’ Course in Melbourne.
Leﬂ the /mard/nﬂ house and moved in with a Hungarian
caup/e in Malvern. | had muy own room with Robert and
Vali and theﬂ were very nice to me. He tauj/lt me to p/ay
tennis, which I loved ﬁom the start. | gave up canoeing,
bouﬂht a VW Beatle and ﬁna/[y / could get around on
my own. Jo pay for the car, | needed anothajob. Robert
Harcos was the green keeper at the Toorak Bow/t’nﬂ Club
and had many clients who wanted ﬂardeners to cut grass
and attend to their ﬂardms rqgu/ar{y. So [ became a part
time jﬂl’ﬁ/ﬁﬂ(ﬂ’. [ knew not/t/'nﬂ about jﬂl’ﬁ/ﬁﬂ/ﬂﬂ, but /
soon learned on the J'ola. That is how [ met John and Jan
Matthews. I looked aﬂer John's Mum'’s and Grandmother’s

ﬂardens. T/lf:y were very nice to me. In vited me for Sundaﬂ
dinners and other ﬁlm/[y events. [ am still ﬁ/end/y with
John and Jan.

Around this time [ met 7Zmy Todd, who worked at the
studios, and we became ﬁ/ends far over 50 years. He
introduced me to ﬂ/’r/s (his rejects, haha) and opene&/ up
my non-existent social /lfe. [ am a/u/ﬂys ﬂmteful to him for
that. He died in 2079 in UK. Sad[y missed.
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It's All Good...

My father’s funeral in 1960
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Winning the Australian Championships in Ballarat in
1960 with Pipper

The medals
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It's All Good...

My first car...after the disappointment...

My friend, Ebet Kadarushman in the Indonesian band
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796719651967

These years were the best part af my //fe at the ABC
Radio Studios and in Australia, in jenera[ All the
announcers liked me. M Iy Enﬂ/llsh was impraw'nj, / p/ayed
a lot of tennis with other Hunﬂar/'&ms, bot/lﬂ/lf a drum kit
and learned ﬁam the best drummer at the time, Gar/y
Hyde. (Son of B/’/@ Hyde, a well known /7{g band drummer)
Made ﬁ/ends with the Indonesian announcers and p/ayed
draums in their band. | p/ayed Jots of tennis with announcer
Ebet Kadarushman, and visited his fam/[y and etgqued his
Asian coak/nﬂ. He became a TV star later in Indonesia.

1 moved in with Ali bacsi,(uncle) who was a dentist, so he
could ﬁx my teeth, which were in a tervible condition. We
lived in Windsor, in his dﬂuﬂhterfs house. [ took my /mb/gy,
photoyrap/tﬂ, ser/bus[y. [ was a keen phatoﬂmpher. [ won
photo compet/tions at the ABC, had /J/lotos pu/a/tlshed m
magazines, but | wouldn’t dare to give up my ”daytime ’:/'ola
with the ABC /[or uncertainty.

/ p/ayed drums with Phil, a retived /ﬂa/t'cem&m, who p/ﬂyed
the prano accordion. We p/ayed ma/n[y at restaurants
i the D&mdenonﬂs, like the Cuckoo. M ly exams came
up at RMIT so [ was studyinj hard. In the meantime
[ introduced my Hungarian work mate to Ali bacsi's
daujhter Eva. Thqy hit it oﬁfand [ had to leave muy room, so
he could move in. | p&micked..ﬂﬂa/n.
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It's All Good...

Exams were cominﬂ up and [ had to ﬁnd a ﬂat to live in,
on my own for the ﬁrst time. [ was 24 years old. Luck:@ /
faund one in Charnwood Road St Kilda, where [ stayed for
the next e{g/tt years, untd| the 1970s when [ moved into a
new ﬂat with my future dar//nj u//ﬁz, Catherine. When [
moved into Charnwood Road she was on[y 12 years old and
[ hadw’t met her yet... (Ft«mny) To start a new /tfe under
these circumstances was a pa/nfu/ 6,\’perl'mce ...despite all
of what happened, / passed my O/yemtors exam at RMIT.
90% was the pAassing mark...

My dentist and friend

Ali bdcsi
Joy Donovan, my first She taught me skiing at
girlfriend in Australia Mount Buller.
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7965- 1967

Aﬂer comp/zt/nﬂ my TV Station Operators Cert/ﬁ:ﬂte
course | moved over ﬁam the Radio Studios in the City
to the ABC'’s Rippon/ea TV Studios. | became a sound
recordist in Studio 33. | worked on Adventure Island,
Bellbird and This Day Bn{'g/lé and other smaller shows.
The most /Jrf:ssured Jb/ﬂ / ever had was doz’nﬂ the sound far
the seven oclock news. That was the hardest operation of

them all.

[ also worked in Telecine, where we were running all the 16
mm ﬁ/ms shown on ABC TV. Master control was also one
of my rqgu/ar u/ork/nﬂ duties. These work p/aces opemted
all dﬂy and n{'ght, so sh/ﬁ work was pﬂrt of the deal,
Because [ lived on my own, | iked u/ork/nﬂ at n[ght. Dur/'nﬂ
the day / could live norma/[y by p/ay/nﬂ tennis, V/lsit/hﬂ
ﬁ/ends, going to the movies etc. | spznt Christmas and New
Years u/orkinj most of the time. | c/tanﬂed shtﬁ with peop/e
with fam///es. It suited me.

During that time | worked with Kevin Duf in Telecine
and Master Control. He was a/u/ﬂys very kind and nice
to me. One Christmas Day he invited me to his fami[y "
Camberwell for dinner. | remember it was a rainy n{'ght.
His ﬁlt/ler—/n—/au/, Har/y, /eﬂ acigar ﬁ)r every man at
the table to consume aﬂer dinner. Because of the stress
at work, almost everyone had smoked, | also started to
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It's All Good...

smoke A/;Jl'ne. [ wasn’t an exper/enced smoker yet, but /
smoked the cigar that n[g/tt like it was a cigarette. Ha/f
way t/zrouﬂh the evening [ became V/b/ent[y ill...all the
nice Christmas dinner ended up in the jﬂl’dﬁﬂ. All 1 could
remember was that the rain was coming down heavr@.
Despite all that, I became ﬁ’lbnd[y with the ﬁlmr'[y. Kevin's
u//fe Margaret was also kind and ﬁ/'end[y and their house
was a/u/ays open /[or me. Thqy had two dﬂuﬂ/tters and one
autistic child Peter. More about that later.

/ baujht a sa/'//nﬂ boat kit, a Mirror, which Kevin he/ped

me to assemble in his garage. He was an old sailor...

While | worked in the radio studios and gave up
ﬂardem'nj, which 1 had done on the weekend.
Alex Szabo introduced me to ’fspzc 7 p/tofaﬂraphﬂ. It
involved tak/nﬂ photas of guests at the u/edd/nﬂ ceremonies
at ﬁamf of churches. We gave peap/e a card and thf:y could
purc/mse the prints ﬁ’om the /J/mto studio later. [ earned
very little money because | wasn't pus/ly maujh.,,

/ tried my hand at dm’nﬂ the whole u/edd/nﬂ with my new
2&51/4 Ro//erﬂzx camera. | worked on Saturdaﬂs far L/oy&/
Buchanan and Mark Keats both in Collins Street. It was
hard work and the pay was $72.00 for the whole aﬂernoon.
Mark Keats used my photos in his showcases around

town, so [ must have been ﬂaod..

Tony was still my ﬁiend and introduced me to ﬂ/r/s he
met using his charm. That's how [ met Joy (Donavan) a
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nurse who ) just came back ﬁom overseas. She spent a ff:u/
years in Eﬂj/ﬂnd and Europe and was in a culture shock
when she came back. We got on well and she took me up
to Dubbo NSW, to meet her fathe/; who was an lrish man
/I'V/'nﬂ with his second u/ife, a German. /qy and [ travelled
around in my little Beetle. It was a very jaod car. IJ'oinw/
the ABC Ski Club and Joy t&mﬂ/tt me how to ski the
5/0,065 at Mt Buller. [ started to /[ee/ more at home now in
Australia. It took ten years...

Around that time Tony met some more ﬂ/r/s who were
/I'V/'nﬂ ma boardinﬂ house in Dandenonﬂ Road, Windsor.
The owner of the house was Mrs Ross. She was a gracious
old widow, who had one son, Don. Her house was fu// of

ﬂ/'r/s who boarded there, and we could go there and have
their company and have some ﬁm. / rea/[y fiked Mrs Ross
who was ﬂ/ways fu// afadvice. She kept te//inﬂ me to buﬂ

a block of fand ﬁ)r fmfure security. | was very reluctant to
tie myse/f down with praper@, but in the end | borrowed
money ﬁom the ABC Cooperative and bauﬂht land in Glen
I/Vaver/eﬂ, next to the fmfure Monash Freeway. Now [ was
farced to save money for the ﬁrst time. joy s ﬂ/’/’/ﬂiend,
Helen , who had a jrmt /'nﬂuence on /oy, didn’t like me and
6ventuﬂ/[y we broke up.

Kevin and | ﬁmls/ted my boat and | sailed my Mirror a

fot. Un/[ortunate[y [ wasn'’t a born sailor, so [ sold it later to
g0 back to Emfape ﬁ)r the ﬁrst time.
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It's All Good...

In the mean time [ started to make 8 mm ﬁ/ms. / rea/[y
zljjoyed mnkinﬂ short ﬁ/ms to express myse//f J'Mst fike | did
with still photqgmphy. With Kevin Duﬁr we made a 16 mm
B& W ﬁ/m about the Autistic P/aﬂschoo/ m Mansﬁe/d,
Victoria. Peter Duﬁ,[ son of Kevin, was a resident there and
the school was run by the local doctor Joan Curtis who also
had an autistic child called Jonathan.

[t was a ﬂrmt ex/ﬂer/ence to work with pzop/e and make
a ﬁ/m with a purpose. It was called ’Thursdayfs Children’,
That was the ﬁrst ﬁ/m at that time in Australia about
Autism and it he/ped to S/Jread the message about this
neu//y discovered condition. | think I was rea&{y now to move

mto ﬁ/mmakinﬂ, but the quest/on was, how...

Operating Telecine ABC TV
Controlling picture quality.
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Mrs Ross, my Australian ‘mother...

Mrs Ross...always remembered...
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Autistic child in 1970

My late friend Brian Bogle at ABC TV
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7/968- 7969

Another ffzu/ b{'g years were coming up. Aﬂer ﬁmr years
u/ork/nﬂ at Channel 2 at R//bpon/ez [ decided that it was
a dead end J'ab, so [ was /ookinj around, Luck/{q / found
a J'ola advertisement which was created 1 just ﬁ)r me. The
Szcandmy Teachers Co//qge in Parkville, on the Melbourne
(/n/vers/éy s ﬂrounds, was /ookinj for an experimced person
to run their television studios. Aﬂer a successfu/ mterview |
had the jab. What a break ﬁom the pure[y technical world,
where [ wasn't rm/[y a fu// member. Now | was warkinﬂ
with p/easant academic peo/ﬂ/e without pressure and
enfoying the company of /'nte//[gent Yyoung pzop/e. No more

shlﬂ work...it was heaven.

[ was still photographlhﬂ wzddlhjs and do/nj muy own
photoyrap/ty as well. The Charnwood Road ﬂat was a bit
small for a studio, but still | did a lot of ﬂood work there.

[ was photographlhﬂ a wedd/nﬂ for Mark Keats one daﬂ
i Brunswick, where | met a most attractive bridesmaid,
Cathy, who is my wtfe now and the mother of our children.
The road to the futm’e wasn't easy.

[ did’t know what to do. She looked very young and had
a boyﬁfimd, a rock drummer. So | rea/[y started behind the
e[g/lt ball.

Luck/\/y, / gave my card to the other bridesmaid, Sally,
who was ﬂettinﬂ married in 1970.
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My first photo of Cathy

Still drumming in the 1960s
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Thqy booked me, Cﬂt/ty was there again, and [ made sure
this time [ got her p/tane number. | wasn'’t rus/l/nﬂ th/'nﬂs. /
had other ﬂl’r/ﬁ’iznd at the same time as well, but somehow
[ knew who [ wanted to have a futm’e with...

[ was still drumm/nﬂ, but less, made super S8 mm ﬁ/ms,
had lots af ﬁ/ends and etgqued pﬂrt/es, ﬁ/ms and the
theatre. | started photogmph/ng ﬁ)r the Modern Dance
Ensemble, which was based at the Melbourne (/m’vers/éy.
Had ﬂoop/ ﬁimds fike L/hdesay and Sﬂndy, Aivars and
Maureen, Geo(ge Sparte/s, Franciscus Henri, the singer
and his WIﬁ Elizabeth. They were all very creative peop/e
and t/tqy ﬂreat/y /hspirzd me to express myse/f [ did many
record covers ﬁ)r various artists like Franciscus Henri and
Brian Cadd and others for Fable Records.
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Joe Bolza - mime artist.

Bob Thorneycroft - dancer performer.

Record cover for Brian Cadd’s album
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/970

F/’lm//y my VIV had the "gony’, and [ traded it in ﬁ)r a
new ye//ou/ MGB. That was an exc/tlhﬂ time aﬂa/n. [ was
takinﬂ Cathy out more oﬂen. / took lots of p/totos of her
and some of my photas were also /ﬂub/llshed " phatogmph/c

maﬂﬂzines.

Luck/'{y [ never gave up my ”daytime ’:/'ob at the Co//qge.
[ was scared to go out on my own. The Communists killed
my capita//lst instinct, but /aok/'nﬂ back, it was a joop/
decision.

[ met Cat/ty on the (/m’vers/éy jmunds, where [ worked,
many times far coﬁ%e, talk, stuﬂ{y i the //'brary, etc. She
was dw’nﬂ her dfggree in Social Work. Llfe was ro///nﬂ on
well,

Earlier that year Tony /eﬂ f&r El/lﬂ/ﬂﬂﬁ/ and [ fé/t this
would be a good chance to go back to Europe and UK,
which [ was still /onjinﬂ to see. Seeing London and UK in
ﬁ/ms and TV programs, now [ wanted to see, fée/ and jet to
know the p/ace m real //fe. As [ said bef&rz, [ sold my Mirror
sai/t’nﬂ boat and
boujht the ticket to
ﬂy out to the UK in
December. | /eﬁf my
MGB with John and
Jan Matthews and
Cathﬂ Jooked aﬂer my ﬂﬂt.
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Tony in his own studio in London

Loved photographing Catherine...
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1977- 1972

Tony welcomed me in London. | was su/%r/nﬂ with very
bad J'et /aﬂ, but his ﬂat in Wimbledon was very comfartab/z
and [ recovered quick{y. Tanﬂ was an excellent host.

Just like in Australia, he introduced me to all of his
ﬁ/ends. His nz[g/tbom; Mike Popham who worked at the
BBC Radio Studios, and his latest ﬂl’r/ ﬁf/end Sarah,
whose father was a well known British actor (Laurie
Lopino Lane). Mike interviewed me later on BBC Radio
about my ﬁ/mmak/nﬂ career in Australia. | t/muﬂht it
was very cool...

Laurie invited us for Christmas dinner, where other well
known /[&rm/'[y members were there. How /uckﬂ [ was to
meet such a famous famtl/y. (See Goqg/e)

Went to the ﬁrst soccer match in UK with Laurie. We
saw Chelsea foot/m// team p/ﬂy Manchester City. [t was a
ﬂrmt exper/ence to be back in Em’ope and See/nﬂ my ﬁrst
soccer match since 1955... | was madly photographing
evetyth/nﬂ.

Laurie was im a pantom/me with Gila Black, which
we also saw. That was the time that [ realised that the
Australian TV programs, fike the Graham /(ennzﬂ{y Show,
were deep[y rooted in the Eﬂj/l:sh pantomime culture. Being
m Enj/mw/, [ could understand Australian culture better.
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Happy Graduation Day with Carmel and Jack in 1972

Best of friends.
Barbara, Liz, Cathy and Heather
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Tony and | decided to go sk//nﬂ in Austria. That was
another ﬂrmt exper/ence, to ski in Em’ape,../ﬁ was like a
dream. Un/[artunate[y he broke his ankle, but we ﬂot back
to Eﬂﬂ/ﬂnd sa/(e[y, aﬂer ! had some lhterest/nﬂ exper/ences
in the snow. Marh[y the cha//enﬂ/nﬂ s/opes.

What | didv’t know at the time is that my mother died in
Budapest at the same time, in Hlxlﬂjﬂly, an[y 250km away
ﬁom me. [ wonder lfshe fe/t that, I was so close by.,. s

[ saw the ﬁ/m, Marathon Man in an Enﬂ/llsh cinema,
with everyone smok/nj around me. This was an important
time, as [ had the ﬁrst b(’g “Vision”, which told me that
Cat/y is the an/y ﬂ/r/ ﬁ)r me. [ never forgot it! | made that

decision there and then. | was mﬂssinﬂ her.

When I arvived at Melbourne m’rpart, she was there to
meet me and [ was /mppﬂ. On the way to St Kilda, in the
taxi, she told me that ny f/at was broken into and all ny
record collection and Hi-Fi was stolen. That, [ never fogot
either...

Soon aﬁfer my return we decided to live togethen We
searched fér a p/ace and we féund it r[q/nf across ﬁam Luna
Park and St Kilda Palais. The p/ace is called Sur La Mer
and it is still there top/ay. /[twasa b[g empzfy ﬂat, many
rooms ff)r my p/mtqgmphic work. We had to get all the
ﬁlrm'ture, so we J'Mst rented evefythlhﬂ we needed. It was a
new experience f&r both of us. We learnt about /Ifé and each
other a lot...
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[t was very hmw{y to go to the Melbourne Film Festival,
J'Mst across the road, We took admntaﬂe of that and
attended every year.

[ had a studio and took many studio photas af Cat/ly,

and many well known artists for record covers.

We started to think about jettinﬂ our own house now. |
still had my MGB, we went up to Mt Buller to work on the
chalet at summer, but / fe/t that a Chﬂﬂﬂg was needed.

/ ﬂrmnﬂed a tmnsfer ﬁom the Co//qge to the AVEC
Film Unit to ﬂzt better at ﬁ/mmak/nﬂ and to work with

profess/ona/s.

! sold my fand in Glen I/Vaver/qy and p/aced the money in
the bank. It had to be held there for six months bzfore thf:y
would giveus a foan for /my/nﬂ a propertﬂ. Now we had six
thousand dollars in the bank, so we could look ﬁ)r a house
we both liked.

[ was now doinﬂ my teachers training course in
Hawthorn, two years part time, and had to study a lot.
Cﬂé/ty and | went to the University's /ibm/y to stu@
tqget/tw; which was a ﬂreﬂt éond/nﬂ process for both of us.

Aﬂer / ﬁmls/ted my technical teachers tm/ninj course,
and soon ﬂﬁfw; Cat/ty ﬂat her dqgree in social work at
Melbourne Um’vzrs/éy. We were happﬂ tquthzr apart ﬁam
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a ﬁzw aiyumemfs about small issues. Luckl'[y we malmﬂed

to jet over them and Stayed tqgei/ter.

Cat/ty s ﬁ’iends, Richard and Liz bouﬂht some land in
Dereel, near Ballarat where he built a small house. We
visited them a lot in my MGB. Sometime we Sfﬂﬂeﬁ/ with
them late, p/ay/nﬂ Monapo{y and Canasta and about 70pm
/eﬂ for Melbourne. We ajqued //ﬁ:.

[ also made my ﬁrst 16mm /hdzpendent movie at Mt
Buller and Lake Eildon, “All For the Love of /t.” My jood
ﬁ/end at that time, L/ndesay Dresdon, an ABC producer
came and heﬁwd. [t was ﬁm mak/nﬂ it and the ﬁ/m is still
alive’..(ACMI Lending Collection)

/ kept photoyraph/hj u/edd/nﬂs on Sﬂturdays, to make
extra money far the house we were p/&mn/nﬂ to /my. Cathﬂ
ﬂot a ﬂaod Jb/ﬂ with the szartment af Human Services as

a social worker. She was earm'nﬂ money at last...

Cat/tyfs Mum and Dad were very kind and u/e/cam/nﬂ
to me. [ remember one time I took her Dad for a ride in my
MGB and it was a bit scary for him, u/hippinﬂ around
corners, etc.

/ an[y ﬁmnd out about this later ﬁ’om Cat/tyfs Mum.
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1975- 1977

Started /ook/nﬂ ﬁ)r a suitable house in St Kilda,
Hawthorn and other suburbs near Camberwell, where |
worked. We went to auctions, we checked out propert/es,
but no luck. All were above the price we could ﬂ/%rd. The

bank would lend on[y three times the amount You had in
the bank.

While Cﬂé/ty was V/lsitlhﬂ her ﬂun@ i Brunswick, she
faund a house in Holden Street for private sale in a travel
aﬂmtfs window. The next Saturday we checked out the
p/ace and the rest as t/tqq say is /lllstwy. / got the money
ﬁom the bank and the ABC's Credit Union. The price was
$24.000. It was a t/n'rty years settlement.

The house was ﬁn’r{y run down. Two Italian ﬁlm///es
shared it, but /uck/[y t/tey didn’t dzstrqy too many or[g/na/
fmturzs. [t was e)(c/tlhﬂ, but also ﬁ{'ghtem'nﬂ to own Yyour
ﬁrst house.

Cmf/ty had a ﬂoad J'ob now, and started to earn decent
money. | still had my MGB, but now we had to concentrate
on the house not the car. Cathy also had a small car, an old
Austin A30.

We manﬂﬂed to keep om:/o/as, s/ow[y /mproved the house.
!/ had a darkroom upsta/rs where [ was deve/ap/nﬂ and
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pl’lhﬁﬂj the u/edd/nﬂ photos, shots for the Pram Factory
/deuctians and danc/nﬂ photos for the Modern Dance
Ensemble ﬁom Melbourne University. Bouﬂ/tt a l6mm
/Jmfessiona/ camera for my fmfure productians. We went
to the Melbourne Film Festival every year and watched a

fot af Em’opean art ﬁ/ms. We a/ways had dqgs at home, as
Cat/ty foves them.

We rqgu/ar{y attended Yaﬂa classes with Shanti Gowans.
She was a ﬂrmt sp/rituﬂ/ ha{n to both of us. Later, when
Cat/ty was prqgnamf with Nicolas, she wrote a book about

Cat/ty with my photos: qua For Prqgnancy. 1t is still in
pubﬁbat/bn.
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Our house in Fitzroy North in 1970s

Camberwell Junction 1975
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1975- 1976

I made another independent film with the help of Kevin
Duﬁf and Ros Lukies ﬁom my work at AVEC Film Unit,
called “Camberwell Junction”. It was the best 5 nmin.
film I've ever made. | joined the Melbourne Filmmakers
Cooperative and the film was an instant hit with the
alternative film audiences. | felt that my independent
ﬁ/mmﬂkinﬂ career; besides my real job, was taking oﬁ.[ The
ﬁ/m is on YouTube still.

! became a board member of the Melbourne Filmmakers
Coop and also | was the President of ATOM (Australian
Teachers of Media) for two years.

I was a very busy boy and without Cathy's help, |
couldn’t have done it. She was always very supportive and
helped me with my English. Another teacher of media,
Peter Hamilton, was also a great help. Peter was the editor
of media magazine METRO. (Still published today) He
commissioned me to express myself and write articles and
reviews for his publication. | didn’t make extra money, but
my socialist upbringing told me that [ should contribute
towards the society that | was living in. That feeling never
really left me...(See Metro Magazine publications)

Due to my contribution to the ﬁ/m scene in Melbourne
I was selected as a Judge at the International Melbourne
Film Festival in 1975. This was a huge honour ﬁ)r me and [
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was selected ﬂjﬂ/ﬂ m 1977,

For the ﬁrst time [ asked for a government grant to
make my other popu/ar short ﬁ/m %pp/&mse Please”,
l'nspired /75 the [yrlbs of Frank Zappa. It was about our
dai[y commeercial “television diet” perfarmed with Max
Gillies, and “Bob and Joe Show” ﬁom the Pram Factory. It
was a ﬁna//lst in the Syp/my Film Festival in 1975 and my
certtﬁcate was /Jresmted /75 David Stratton... That ﬁ/m also
became a popu/ar ﬁ/m in the Melbouwrne and Sydnqy Co-gps.
It is still ‘alive’ todﬂy on YouTube.

Visited Hungary for the ﬁrst time since / /eﬂ in 1956. Met
my fami[y and it was a very emotional time for all of us.
[t was ﬂl"ﬂﬂt to see and exper/ence my old cam:tly and the
city of Budapest again. My sister's cook/nﬂ of Hungarian
food was unﬁuyettab/e. Visited all the old p/aces [ grew up

i and all my relatives were very nice to me. [ said I'll be

back...

Aﬂer Hunﬂﬂty / ﬂew to London and Sfﬂﬂgd with 7Zmy m
Surrqy. Loved the London theatre scene, espzc/a/[y Mﬂﬂﬂfﬁ
Smith in Sleuth. Cﬂthy still didn’t come with me... ﬁear af

ﬂﬂinj...
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‘Applause Please” with Max Gillies, Joe Bolza and Bob Thorneycrofft

Joe Bolza as Pierrot from the film “Soft Soap”
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Gaal family in 1980s

My half brother Frici, Margit and my half sister Ildiko
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Aunty Olga on her birthday...

Etelka and Gyula Gaal

Gyongyi and Zoli ( Dr Gaal)
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1977- 7979

These years were very praductive years ﬁ)r both of us.
Cﬂé/ty was still dainj further studies and promated toa
h{'gher position. [ was doinﬂ Jess still phofoﬂmphy and
more ﬁ/m/nﬂ. / got a Government Grant ($18,000) to make
a seque/ to App/ause Please with the same cast /nc/udinj
Max Gillies, Joe Bolza and Bob T/tornqycroﬂ titled Soﬂ
Soap. It was a much harder /deuct/on. More locations and
more cast. A b[g /earninﬂ curve ﬁ)r me, just /76/%/’6 ! envolled
to Swinburne Film and Television School.

[ was brouﬂht up on Communist propﬂﬂanda, so/
wanted to make a ﬁ/m about the excessive propﬂﬂanda
we are all exposed to here in Australia: commercial
prapaﬂandﬂ, meaning advzrt:lszhﬂ. Not many peap/e
understood my fine of th/nk/'nﬂ, but I had some success
with the ﬁ/m. It was blown up ﬁom 76 mm to 35 mm and
was advertised and shown in cinemas around Melbourne.
Aﬂer that, it went to America and went on the Co//qge
civcuits. [ received not one cent ﬁom the royﬂ/t/es. The
distributor, United Artists didn’t pAay.

Produced and divected more short ﬁ/ms ﬁ)r the
szartment af Education, at the AVEC Film Unit and
lhdependent[y as well, ﬁnanazd by myse/f (See Append/x)

Cat/ty and [ also bouﬂ/tt a 20 acre block near Ballarat
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in Dereel. We had ﬁl//en in love with the p/ace and now we
became ne{'ghbours with our ﬁ’imds Liz and Richard. It
was an /'nterestinﬂ zxpzriment ﬁ)r me. [ wanted to fee/ the
Australian bush /gy //V/'nﬂ in it and to work on the land.

T/tqy say when you get into your fart/es You have the
desive to * turn the soil over’. Well | did a lot of that. It
kept me ﬁt and / gave up smokinj as well, at last. We also
bouﬂht a /alye caravan and Richard built a shed for it. We
had a ﬁzw German S/tep/lzrd dqgs as well, Russ and Sally,
dm’inﬂ that time.

F/’lm//y Cathy convinced me to tie the knot and get
married. At ﬁrst [ wasn'’t all that keen, but there was no
option. So we got married in a little Warmn&{yte church
on 21st December 1979. Cathyfs fﬂthzrfs cousin married
us and the reception was in Olinda in the Wiener Wald
restaurant. We had the fami[y and a ﬁzw ﬁ’iznds there,
but unﬁmfunate{q both of us became sick with the ﬂu
aﬂem/ards. Aﬂer seeing and 6)(per/'mcmﬂ my own ﬁlm/\/yfs

bad marr/ajes [ was somewhat nervous.

As it turned out, | was wrong. Be/'nﬂ toyether ﬁ)r
over forty years and still /aw'nj each other, is not a bad
achievement.
Soon aﬂer the wedd/nﬂ Cﬂthy got pregnant and we had
our ﬁrst son Nicolas, born on 16th December 1980. It was a
ﬂood end to the decade.
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Cathy, Anne, Chris and Barbara (hippy stage)

On our wedding day 21st December 1979
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7980- 7985

Nicolas was a ﬂood child. No /me/ems at all. First, it was
a stmnﬂe fez//hﬂ ﬁ)r me to be a ﬁlthﬁﬁ but soon | ﬂat used to
it. Nicolas and Tomas ( born in Fzértmiy 71985) also spent
many /mppy times with their ﬂmndmothz/; who made a
b[g contribution to their lives, and many ﬁm times with
their aunties and uncles and cousins. Some of our ﬁ/ends
also had children at the same time, and we spemf many
/mppy times with Barbara and Danny Chable and their
boys, Matt and Luke.

[ was makinﬂ many docos and short ﬁ/ms at that time,
and with Cathyfs he/p and hard work as a mother we
m&maﬂf:d. We used to travel to the land at Dereel a lot. The
caravan was a great p/ace for us to get away ﬁam the city.
Cathy had a VW Passat and | had a Mini Minor now,
because the MGB blew up on the way to Dereel one day, so
! had to trade it in. The VIV gave us a ot af trouble but the

Mini was ﬂrmt.

We travelled to the snow a lot. We made ﬁ/ends with
an Italian /%m/[y ﬁom Br{'g/té, the De Coppl'es and their
dauﬂh ter Priscilla. They sold us chestnut trees which we
/J/anted in Dereel. | don’t know why, but / ﬁz// in love with
chestnuts, so the dream lived on.../ thouﬂht it will be a
success, but | ﬁ)tmd out later that it wasn’t meant to be...
Anyway the hard work maintaining the trees and the land
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kept me ﬁt. The on[y sport [ was pursuing now was tenns.
/ rm/[y foved it. Bz/onjed to the Princes Hill Tennis

Club. Met ﬁiends nger and /up{y, who is now deceased.
We are still ﬂood ﬁ’lbnds with Roger.

Nicolas turned into a /l've[y child. Very active, but
mamzjeab/e. He went to Melbourne Universiéy Fami{y
Coopemtive Childcare Centre and gave us no trouble, so we

both could work durinﬂ the day.

We decided one day that we would build a small house in
Dereel. Luckily we met Lajos Grubel, a Hungarian builder,
who took on the J'o/z He had to travel ﬁom Ma/msbmy
every day so it took longer then we thought. Finally it was
ﬁmﬁs/zed J'Mst i time for the birth of our next son, Tomas.

He was born on 14th Fe/arumy 7985, St Valentine's Day. A
/ove{y child, who cried a lot as a ba/ﬂﬂ as he preﬁzrrw/ ”party
time” to sleep.

He was a n[g/tt owl ﬁam the start. S/eepinﬂ did not hold
much interest ﬁyr fim | He a/u/aﬂs foved music and books,
attend/nj live theatre and ﬁ/ms, and these /mss/ons have
continued into his adult /lfe. He could read before he started
school, and was a/u/ays enﬂaﬂinﬂ, askinj a lot of smrc/l/nj
questions. He gave Little Athletics a try and was a ﬂood
swimmer, but he did not fo//au/ m my ﬁmfsteps m terms of
interest in sport.

Beinj a parent s c/ta//enﬂ/nﬂ but [ can say it has
brouﬂht me such 1 joy and broadened my world,
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Baby Nicolas
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View from our house in Dereel 1980s

The house we built in Dereel
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7/986- 2006

It was my most productive time at the AVEC Film Unit.
For the ﬁrst time [ won two major ﬁ/m awards with the ﬁ/m
“tbrahim”. Dr Deborah Towns OAM ﬁom the Department
of Education was instrumental in obta/m'nﬂ ﬁmdinj ﬁom
Victoria’s 150th Annl’versa/y ﬁ«me/, and prow'e/ee/ ongoing
support. / /mt a lot af miy own experience into this prg/'eet,
about the time [ arvived here in Australia. It pa/'e/ oﬁ.[ The
major awards were in the Australian Teachers an edia
competition. (ATOM A wards) The ﬁ/m was also shown at
overseas fest/m/s and in the Adelaide Fringe Festival.

Other awards and aeknou//ee{gments fa//ou/ee{ Memy of
my ﬁ/ms were shown in the International Melbourne Film
Festival and the St Kilda Film Festival. (See Append/}\f)

At cross country meeting Winning two ATOM Awards in 1986

103



It's All Good...

Bui/dinj was progressing well on the land at Dereel, Lajos
Grubel and his brother-in-law ﬁmﬁshed it at last. We
were very happy with the result. The boys foved it there,
with 20 acres to p/ay on, p/us the ne[gh/aours fﬂrm, with
tractor rides, horses, lambs and dqgs. Nicolas rode our
motor bike, oﬂen with Tomas on board, p/ayed tennis on
our home made court, /ﬂract/ced running and both loved the

ﬁmmpo/ine. Such memorable times.

[ visited Hungary and London in 1997 and again in 1996.
Cﬂuﬂht up with my /ovz{y and a/u/ﬂys he/pfu/ aunty Olga
and the rest of my ﬁmi[y. Visited Tony and Mike Papham
(ex BBC announcer and presznter) and had a ﬂood time
with them. | still loved London.

/17996 / ﬂew into Hungary and ﬁom Budapest / muﬂht
the Orient Express to Geneva to visit Phi/lppe Luder’s
parents. (owner of Tivoli Hi-Fi) T/tqy were very ﬁ’/'end[y
and ﬂccommodﬂt/nﬂ. We went sk//nﬂ in France with his
sister Marianne and her husband. | was happy to see and
zxpzrtbnce Switzerland, the countr\y / a/u/aﬂs admired,

[ missed the kids and t/tqq missed me while | was away.
Sometimes [ fze/ ﬂui/@ now ﬁ)r Joing away on my own, but
it would have been very d/ﬁqcu/t tra Ve///nﬂ overseas with
ihem,..they were a handfu[..

The AVEC Film Unit closed down and all the .stfaﬁr moved
to the Television Unit in Carlton.
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[ made more documentaries now, not on ﬁ/m, but on

video. (Sec Appzndix and I/Vik/]aedia)

“No More Secrets” won a major (PATER Award), as did
“tt's Not All Rubbish”, with Channel 9 weather presznter;
Rob Gell, and with kids ﬁ’om various state schools. The
then Premier Ms Joan Kirner attended the prem/ere ma

school in Brunswick.

Fﬂmr’[y //ﬁ; kept ro///nj on and with the /1640 af my mother

i law, Carmel, we mmmﬂed

The Television Unit also closed down, but /uck/"/y [ was
znﬂaﬂed to make a ﬁew short documentaries ﬁ)r jer/y Tickell
at the Institute of Educational Administration (IEA)
Gee/onﬂ with comedian Rod Quantock. That meant | had
to travel a lot at that time. Aﬂer mak/nﬂ many programs
with them, | decided to take the package and leave the
Department af Education. | was on[y 55 years old and ﬁ4//
of enerqy far more work.

As a/ways m ny //fe, luck came my way ﬂﬂﬂlh. lan
Maddison, who was in c/la(ge ofSChoo/s S/Jclrfs at the
time, contacted me and offered freelance work which
imcluded promotinﬂ schools Sparfs with phatqgmphs, video
praductians and organizing presentations at award n{'ghts.
[ had to create my own company, 77’1)'0/6 A Productions, so |
could work for the Department.

My ﬁ/mmak/nﬂ ﬁ/end, Jerome Pelletier, /le/ped with much
of the camera work and editlhj of the promos.
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This work lasted ten years, at ﬁ'easury Place, Melbourne.
What a ’//'fe saver’ it was...
/f [ didn’t get it, / don’t know what | would have done...

Cmf/ty kept u/ork/nﬂ, kids went to school and Nicolas
excelled in sport. He had fspr/'nﬂs’ in his toes, which he{ved
him in /onﬂ  jump and trl]ﬂ/e 2 jump. At winter he was very
ﬂood at cross country running. He was in volved in these
activities at Co///'nﬂwood Little Athletics and at school. He
achieved in tennis and especm/@ basketball, which became
a passion which stayed with him into adulthood.

Nicolas and [ went to the Sydnf:y ()[ympics m 2000,
and Cathy joinzd us ﬁ)r a ﬁzu/ days as well. It was a great
bond/nﬂ e)(/aer/ence, to see the best athletes in the world
competing at the h{'ghest Jevel.

Nicolas was also a very modest sports person, never
bmﬂjeﬁ/ about his achievements. (Not like me...)

/117998 [ had an oﬁ%r ﬁom producer lan Lang to go
back to Hungary and ﬁ/m a documenﬁmy for a young
Hpmjar/an ﬁ/mmakerfs thesis, Peter Hqgedus. His
ﬂrﬂndfather was the Prime Minister af Hungary dur/nﬂ
the 1956 uprising. e called the Soviets into Hungary to
crush the revolution. It was a cha//enﬂ/nﬂ project with an
emotional roller coaster ride /[or me. The ﬁna/ /deuction
was ”Gmnd/%é/ters and Revolutions” and the docummta/y
received many awards around the world’s ﬁ/m fest/m/s. /
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was /tappy to be /mrt af the mentor/nﬂ process as well. As
it happened, / ﬂot on rea/[y well with My Andras Hqgedus,
the man who was u/é/mmfe[y respons/b/e for me /eavinj

Hunjaly i 71956...

On a visit to Ballarat H{'g/l School, as part of the schools
sporfs prg'ect, [ discovered a paster ﬁ)r the Masters Games
to be held in Melbourne in 2002. | sudden[y got /'nspl'red
and decided to be part of it. [t wasn't easy, but/ manﬂﬂed
to jet my old campetitor ﬁom the 1950s, Jonathan Mayne
ﬁom the Fat’rﬁe/d Canoe Club, to be my /Jartner i the
double canadian canoe race on ﬂat water. We trained hard
on the Yarra River and [ even bouﬂht a racing canoe /6ﬂ
over ﬁom the Sydm{q ()/ymp/c Games. It was a very tippy
boat and we ﬁmnd it very hard to handle. In /ook/nﬂ back
we should have perszlsted with the wider but more stable
canve. We won some medals at Najamb/a Lake, but we
should have done better...

In 2002 [ went back to London ﬁ)r a feu/ weeks then ﬂew
to Geneva to go sk//nﬂ m France, ngeve, with Marianne
and her husband Pascal. Surpril;thj{y to me the runs were
a ﬁzw kilometres /anj and hard to ski on. | tried to kezp up
with him, he was a very ﬂood skier, but dur/nﬂ the last
run | had a bad fa// and dislocated my r{'g/zt shoulder.
Pm’nfu/, unp/easant and very imcon venient it was at the
time, con.s/derlhﬂ where [ was...Marianne looked aﬂer me.
[ was very ﬂmtefu/ to them both. Sadly, t/tqy are both now

(/'{ 6660566{.
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/ ﬂew back to Australia aﬂer [ visited Hungary again. |
had to have an opemtkm on my shoulder to ﬁ)( the ‘hole’ on
the capsu/e. Luck/{y / had a jaod surgeon and [ recovered
qm’ck{y.

Jonathan and | decided to go to Canada in three years
time to compete at the Masters Games in Edmonton. We
kept up training and | was dainﬂ my qym work to get
stronger. [ was 65 years old at that time.

/ kept workinﬂ promoting schools sports with lan
Maddison, Dennis E/;ay, Alan Black and Eve[yn Paton.

Had a very hﬂppy time. lan was a great manager and we
all became ﬁ/ends, and we still are.

2004 was a b[g year. We ﬁna/[y realised that the land at
Dereel was a lot of work to maintain and tmve///nﬂ was too
/onﬂ each time. A/t/touﬂ/l we loved Dereel and Ballarat and
the kids had lots of ﬁm while  Jrowing up but, we had to
make a decision with hem(y hearts.

Sold Dereel and we bauﬂ/lt a small house with a bmut/fu/
view of/\/l t Victoria in Warburton. Now, we have a well
established ﬂarden...w/lich keeps Cﬂthy busy with the
cutter...

In 2004 [ was /Mckﬂ, with lan'’s nomination, to be selected
to carry the O[ymp/'c torch for the Athens O[ymplb Games.
[ ran im ﬁ’ont of the National Tennis Centre. What a ﬂrmt

h(?ﬂ()l/li’.
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Carrying the Olympic Torch for the Athens Olympics in 2004 Melbourne
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Aﬂer that, Cmfhﬂ and [ travelled to London. We stayed
with Tony Todd at Wendover in Bucks.

Cmf/ty E{l/byed her ﬁrst overseas trip and loved
the experiencz. We exp/ored London and the Enﬂ/lls/t
capmtlyside and went to Paris on the Eurostar ﬁ)r a daﬂ
trip. From London we ﬂew mto Budapest.

The ﬁrst n('ght we staﬂed at the Hotel Hilton in Castle
Hill. | wanted to show Cat/ty the p/ace where | grew up
aﬁfer the war. In the morm'nﬂ ﬁam our window we saw

Fisherman'’s Bastion, where | used to roller-skate. It was a

ﬂrmt experienaz ff}r both of us.

When we arrived to the hotel at n[g/lt, [ invited aumfy
O/ﬂa, my cousin Gyu/a and his uflfé Etelka for dinner.

This was the ﬁrst time aunty ()[gﬂ met up with Cﬂfhﬂ.
She was very impressed with her...she kept saying how
‘modest * she was. [ was very happﬂ that she liked my w:ﬁ.
We had a ﬁzu/ more great days togethen

On the way home we ﬂew to Tokﬂo and stayed a feu/

daﬂs. That was a maﬂlb experience.

In 2005 Jonathan and I arvived in Edmonton Canada and
competed in many C2 events. We won our own ‘age class’
and we became World Champians. ltwas a ﬂaod fee/inj
to be appreciated aqgaim in the sport of canoeing. Had a
ﬂrmt time mi)(inﬂ with the old canveists ﬁom around the
world who hadn’t given up their sport aﬁfer all those years.
/t was terr/ﬁc to see the Canadian Rockies and the city of
Edmonton. | was sorry [ had decided not to take Cathy.
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My trip in volved ﬂy/nﬂ around the world. | /Eﬂ
Melbourne ﬁ)r LA, than ﬂew to Edmonton. From there
[ went to New York where | Sfﬂﬂgd with my ﬁimd Peter
Hamilton far a week. The Ci{q was extreme[y hot, b(’g and
unﬁ/end[y. In other words | didn’t like New York at all.
A/thouﬂh / liked to go out to ) jazz clubs to hear the blues,
fike B.B. King.

Peter and hi's wtﬁz Ellens were very warm and in Vitlhj and
gave me accommodation in Braok{yn where t/tqy lived and
are still //'Vlhj.

From New York [ ﬂew to London and then to Budapest
where | spent time with my fam/[y and stayed with my
cousin Gyu/ﬂ and his WIﬁ Etelka. It was the last time [ saw
aum?y ()/ﬂa, who was very sick and had to be moved to an
old peop/efs home. [ was very sad about her situation, but |
couldn’t do anythlhﬂ. E wathinﬂ was armnjed ﬁ)r her bﬂ
my cousin Gyu/a. [ wish I could have done more for her, but
it was /'mposs//y/e...She died the fo//ou//nﬂ year at the age
of 90. / still miss her. Her concern and prayers /[or me in all
my //fe /s someth/nﬂ ! will never ﬁ/yet. Bless You ()/ﬂa/

/ bmuﬂht back my jrﬂndﬁlﬁherfs 7100 years old clock and
some valuable Herend porce/a/ns. The clock is still tickinj m
my room to remind me af ()/ﬂa and my deceased ﬁimr'[y.

On the way home [ met up with Cat/zy at Honﬂ Konﬂ.
She ﬂew there éﬂ herse/f We had a wonderﬂ/ week or so in
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Hanﬂ Konj. Lots of fh/ﬂﬂs to do, we had a fu// program. All

Very memorab/e EXPEI’I'EI”ICES.

2006 was the 50th anniversary of the 1956 Melbourne
(){ympic Games. While | was involved in schools sports [
Aid lots of phatoyraphlb work for the Victorian (){ympis
Council. | was asked to photqgmph the many events
and celebrations of the anniversary. | had the chance to
meet many Hungarian canoeists ﬁom 7956 and made
ﬁ/ends with Ferenc Mohacsi who won bronze in C2 at the
()[ympics on the lake in Ballarat. In 71960, P/,bper and |
won the Australian champ/ons/np on the same lake. Our
time then would have given us the bronze medal as well
im Rome... | was very happy to be involved in the (){gmpic

movement manyyears ﬂﬂgl’.

For not beinﬂ supported to go to the Q/ympics m Rome in
7960, and for my Vo/unteer/nﬂ work ﬁ)r the VOC, [ received
the “Victorian O[ympt'c Merit Award” in 2072, It was a

great ﬁee//nﬂ to be apprec/ated. / received it at the ceremony
as part of the AGM in 2072.
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With 1956 Olympic champion gymnast Agnes Keleti
2006 Melbourne

With Pipper. A reunion fifty years on...

With my two C2 partners Jonathan and Adrian
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Receiving the Merit Award from Nick Green (Oarsome Foursome rower)

With Nicolas and Cathy
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On the fitness ball

With Jonathan Mayne
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On Lake Nagambie with Jonathan Mayne

Ian Maddison (Maddo) on his birthday at Waiters Restaurant
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Cathy in Sydney

Happy Tomas
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2007 - 2027

/gave up C2 Canadian ﬂﬂt water canoeing and tried my
skills at Chinese Dragon Boat racing.

[twas a d/ﬁ%rent exper/ence. [ was strok/nﬂ at the ﬁomf
and I had to be very fast. We won many c/mmp/ons/nps
in the over 50 class, but [ realised that this sport was very
ta/\'/nﬂ on the heart. Dm’inﬂ an unﬁ)rtmmte accident while
doinﬂ qym work in the Club | broke my supraspinatus on
my /eﬂ shoulder. That was the end of my canoeing ﬁ)revzr.
Later, | had to have an opemtion to repa/r it and [ took
a /onﬂ time to recover. Lucki[y my p/ﬂce in the boat was
ﬁ//ed by Gordon Tribbick. He is married to my Czech ﬁ/'end
Stania. He is tata//y commiitted and travels the world to

compete m many events.

On the red carpet of Cannes
Talking to Cathy from Stonehenge
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With that broken shoulder now | had to travel to London
and to Nice to the Nice Jazz Festival. | a/rzaﬂ{y had the
tickets, there was no way out. It was worth it. See/'nﬂ
all the art ﬂa//eries , enjoying jazz and the mediterraean
summer, qoing by train to San Remo, all rerhﬁrczd my fove
far Europe.

Stroking in the Dragon boat

Gordon who replaced me in the boat The Cup

A few years later | celebrated my 70th b/rt/tday at
Warburton with many ﬁ/ends. Even Tony ﬁom Enﬂ/&md
was here in Australia to ) join the party.
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Tony Todd in Melbourne

/ rqgu/ar{y attended the qym and swam lots of /aps as
well. | was keepinﬂ ﬁt but | was missing the competitive
elements ﬁam my activities. One day ! had the chance to
do bareﬁmt fawn baw/t’nﬂ, at the Richmond Union Bow//nﬂ
Club. | was hooked and {jained them on the spot. Lots of
peap/e were he{b/nﬂ me so [ impraved to the point where |
could p/ay pennant on Saturdﬂys. [ was do/nﬂ OK until
[ started p/ﬂy/nﬂ in the S/hj/es championshr,b. Suﬂ/dzn{q
my competitive spirit kicked in and | won the Open Frank
O’ Connor ﬁophy, beﬂt/'nﬂ better p/aﬂers than myse/f
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Princes Park Carlton Bowls Club With the trophy

Tip’s folio
Aﬂer a while {/’0/’1460/ a club closer to home, Princes Park
Carlton Bowls Club. | had a great time there. Met many
ﬁ/ends and won the pairs championshr,b twice in 2014 and
2016. Fabricio, my ﬁ/end in the Club wrote a very po.s/t/ve
article about my baw/t’nﬂ in the bou//inﬂ magazine The
Shot. It was very ﬂoad for my ’bow//'nﬂ eqo...”
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Nicolas met his fmfure wife, 77,'0, when they both worked
at a city hotel.
n /mma/y 2070, 77,'0 and Nicolas were married at a civil
ceremony and the reception was at Parliament House
d/m’nﬂ room. It was a very hﬂp/ﬂy time. They continued
rzsidenqy upstairs’ at our house in Holden Street. We
travelled with them to Thailand in Apri/to have a b(’gﬂer
u/edd/nﬂ celebration with Tip's ﬁlmr'[y. Cat/ty and [ took
the opportunity to have a /anﬂ ha//day trave///nﬂ to many
wonderfu/ /J/aces in Thailand.

The wedding day in Melbourne and Bangkok
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In 2013 my ex-canoe partne/; G\yur/fs, son Attila, ﬁom
Hunjaly, sent me an email te///nﬂ me that his ﬁlther has
been seareh/nﬂ ﬁ)r me since | /eﬂ Hungary in 1956. Very
soon [ ﬂot i touch with him over the phone. Janos Zoltan,
a Hunﬂﬂri&m born ﬁ/mmake/; who worked at SBS radio,
recorded our ﬁrst conversation on the ph(me. That led to an
idea to make a e/aeumemfaly about our ﬁrst meeting in over
50 years in Budapest. [ travelled to Hunﬂaly and Janos
ﬁ/med the whole stwy, here in Melbourne and in Hunﬂaly.
The ﬁ/m was edited in Melbourne /gy Gabor Marinkas, and
Duna World TV transmitted the 28 min. ﬁ/m around the
world three times in two years. [t was a jremf experience
far me, as well as far my old canoe pﬂrtne/; Gyur/'M olnar:
The title was "No Escape From the Old Canoe”. (It can be
viewed on I/Vt'k/ped/a under my name)

Watching our film on Duna World TV in Warburton.
“No Escape from the Old Canoe”
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At the Princes Park Carlton Bowls Club | met an
lhterest/nj person, Deni's Evans. [ listened to his //fe stmy
and got /'nspired to make a short ﬁ/m about him. /J'o/ned
a partners/np with Janos Zoltan and made the 8 minute
ﬁ/m tqget/ter. It won an award at Show Us Your Shorts ﬁ/m
competition in Warburton. | considered it my fast ﬁ/m.../
am very happﬂ with it. It was shown at the Melbourne
Documentary Film Festival as well.

Titled: A Man From the Other Side”

The star, Denis Evans on the Mic

Jdnos Zoltdn, Denis and me filming “The Man from the Other Side”

125



It's All Good...

Bruce Pascoe

[ took interest in portrait p/tatogmphy again. During
a ﬁ/m/nﬂ session [ met up with an old student/ﬁ/end
of mine ﬁom the past, author Bruce Pascoe. When [
knew him in the 1960s he was a 19 year old Aussie boy
who was training to bea secondaly teacher. Later he
became a writer and he also discovered his Abar{'gina/
/leritaﬂe. [ asked Bruce to sit ﬁ)r me /[or a portrait for the
National Phatqgmp/n’c Portrait Prize in 2013. He did,
and the picture was a ﬁnﬂ/llst out of 2500 entries in the
Canberra Portrait Ga//e/y. Cathﬂ and | went to the gpening
ceremony. We met up with my old work mate ﬁom the
past, who lives in Canberra, Alex Turner. Julia Gillard, the
then Prime Minister, attended the apeninﬂ ceremony. She
delivered a very knaw/w{gmb/e and interesting Speech.

We also m&maﬂed to get a ﬂoad phafo with her.
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With Prime Minister Julia Gillard in the Gallery

/ kept up with my bou///'nj and started /wu///nﬂ ﬁ)r
Warburton Bowls Club. Now [ spent more time i our
house in Warburton at weekends.

[ took a portm/t of a local Warburton personﬂ/itfy, the 98
year old Ronnie Howard, which also made the ﬁna/ s list
out af more than 2500 entries in Canberra in 2074. Cﬂthy
and | went again to Canberra and etgqued the //'ME//"ghé...

At Portrait Gallery in Canberra with photo of Bruce Pascoe
(finalist 2013)
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Winning photo of Ronnie Howard in Warburton

[ also entered another photo of Ronnie in the Warburton
Portrait Competition and won ﬁrst prize. We were all
/ook/nﬂ fom/ard ﬁ)r Ronnie’s 100th b/rthdaﬂ, even the
Mechanics Hall was booked /[or the event in Fe/yrumy 2076.
(/nfortmmte[y Ronnie died six months 5efare his 100th.

One of my photos of Warburton won the 36%0/{90 Bank
p/toto competitlbn in Warburton and appeﬂrw/ in their
2075 calendar in the same year.

Aﬂer many years of pursuing d/ﬁ%remf sports my hips
started wearing out and gave me prob/ems. F/’lm//y /
had the r[g/lt /t/,b rep/aced in 2016 and the /eﬂ in 2078.
Now [ have two “top she/f 7 /1/,'05. P/tys/ca//y / am not the
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same man as [ was before, but the alternative would be a
wheelchair...

In 20715 [ entered a portm/t of my old ﬁ/'end, actoy, Geo;yz
S/Mrte/s into a competition. That phato made the ﬁna/s "
the Duo Percival P/totqgraph/c Portrait Prize in Townsville.
Cat/ty and | ﬂew up, stayed a week. We also visited many
interesting p/ﬂces and islands around Townsville. Learned a
lot about the local /ttlséo;y as well.

The same p/tofo of George was entered into the National
Portrait Gallery in Canberra but did not make the ﬁna[
However, they accepted another photo of a young George

for their permanent collection.

George Spartels in 1970s ...George at the age of 66
The National Film and Sound Archive in Canberra also

has most af my ﬁ/ms ﬁom the past in their collection.

In 2017 | decided to collect my best phatos ﬁom the past
and organised an exhibition at the Warburton Arts Centre.
With the help of many people, including my u/ifg Cathy,
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/ mmmﬂed to comp/ete the project. It had a successfu/
openinﬂ day with many ﬁ/ends and Cat/zyfs relatives,
attend/nﬂ. From the notes in the comments book it was
obvious that peop/e ajjoyed the extiibition. It was titled:
”Peap/e, Stories and Dance”. It had a very pos/t/ve critical

response i the local media as well,

Aﬁfer the exhibition | mmmﬂed to /mb/ish a book under
the same title. This book is now in the National Ll’bmrﬂ m
Canberra, in the Adelaide and Melbourne State Libraries
as well in the SZecsenyi National Libm/y m Budapest,
Hungary. | am very p/easep/ with the result and with the
ﬁ:ed/mck [ am getting ﬁom various peop/e. [ am ﬂ/ﬂd /'ve
created the book.

Another ho/ﬂ/yy / have, is to write short letters to The
Age newspaper on topics that interest me. So ﬁ?r /ve had

almost 70 letters pub/llshed i the last 20 years.

Some of my contributions to The Age newspaper

In the éow/t’nﬂ scene | had some success. My new team,
the Warburton Kookaburras , mmmﬂed to move up ﬁom
division ﬁmr to three by winning the Saturdaﬂ Pennant.,

[ would like to think that | he/ped them. [ also mmmﬂed

to win the Open Minor Champlbnshlp by bmtinﬂ a feu/

division one p/ayers. As a result | was promoted to division
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onea ﬁzw times, but this didn’t /te/p me to ﬂet a pzrm&menﬁ
position in the top team. [ was sﬁyht[y d/lsappmhted and
started to look far a new club closer to my home in Fitzroy
North.

Winning the trophy at Warburton Bowls Club

[ tried lvanhoe and Fitzroy. Aﬂer p/aylhﬂ social in
both clubs, I decided to ) foin F/'tzrqy.../ don’t know u//ty...
but | made the r{'g/lt choice. | started /J/ayinj in the very
bottom team, but worked myse/f up to the second side, in
division three. | was ’/eadinﬂ’ ﬁzr them (which is my normal
position 1) and the team made the semi ﬁna/ in 2019. In the
S/hj/es [ made the ﬁnﬂ/ in the 100 up, but lost it due to
mjury and illness.
A major milestone was turning 80 in March 2018/ /
celebrated with a 1 joint b/rthdaﬂ party with ﬁ/mmaker
N{'ge/ Buesst, and other l'ndependent ﬁ/mmakers at the
focal pub and it was a u/anderﬁd/ and emotional n[ght. My
ﬁ/end Bill Mousoulis Of:gﬂmlsed this event.

The b{'gﬂest present Cathy and | had is the birth af our
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ﬁrst ﬂmnd child, Jett (As/ter}, on 27st October 2078. At the
time of wr/'tlhﬂ, he is do/nﬂ well and Jrowing. Mother and
Father are very happy... Cﬂthy /s also very happﬂ.’

In 20719 Janos Zoltan, a ﬁiend and also a ﬁ/mmake/;
decided to organize a ﬁ/m ﬁzstim/ of works created bﬂ
Hungarian born Australian ﬁ/mmakers workinﬂ m
Australia to be shown in Budapest Hunﬂmy, titled
Australian Fi/ms—/—lunﬂarian Spirit. Back to Budapest/

Aﬁfer the hard work of ﬂettinﬂ the ﬁ/ms tqget/ter, ﬂettinj

sponsors and organising the venue in Budapest, the

show went on in June 2019. The ﬁ/ms were screened in an
art house cinema in the CBD. It was well attended and

! even had an interview on Duna TV as part of the Five
Continents program. Janos and | also were interviewed

on two radio stations, one af them was the papu/ar Klub
Radio. The whole program can be view on the internet at

cinem[gmnts. com

Cathy also
came with me
and had a great
time enjoying
what Budapest
can Oﬁ[ﬁr. On top of Janos Hegy Budapest in 2019

We met up with my fami{q and we /mcked ma b{'g
program for the three weeks we were there. She wrote a
dimy which is included below.
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Cathﬂfs dl'a/y of our trllb to Hunﬂaly
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3 June to 25 June 2079

Monday 3/06

Depart Melbourne 9. 30pm on Qatar aivlives, divect
to Budapest, stopplhﬂ at Doha fér a féw hours. First /qg
is about 14 hours, which passed OK with a smooth ﬂ[ght,
fots of ﬁwp/ and entertainment. Very attentive crew. A380
aircmﬂ, with 2 nice seats Mpstairs. Final /qg to Budapest s
about 6 hours, and we arrived Tuesday morm'nﬂ, tived but
OK.

The reason fér the trip was lvan’s in volvement in the
ﬁ/m féstim/ “Australian Films- Hungarian Spirit”, /Ittps.
ahem[gmnts.cam, at the Art+Cinema, Budapest onl3
and 14 June 20719. He was to be a féatured ﬁ/m maker, with
several af his ﬁ/ms shown.

Tussdaﬂ 4/06.

Arrive Budapest about 9am, picked up by Jamas,
Jano's fht/ter and his ﬁ/’fznd Have caffée ata /ove[y small
coffée 5/10/7 ma /m[y Budapest suburb. It was quite hot
when we arvived. | think the mfé was in Mexikds at ( ut
means road).

Check into our apartment. Vﬂﬂabond Gozsdu, at
12-14 Hollo utca (street) a small street in Pest, close to
tmnsport and fots of n[ght /lfé. Nice p/ace with com[y bed,
windows over the raof which You can open, kitchen and
/ounﬂe, and bathroom with washinj machine/drﬂer. Our
p/ace was not noisy, and we did not need the ear p/uﬂs
pmvided as it looked out onto a quiet area.
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Dinner with lvan at Frici Papa, on Kim[y Utca.,
an old fm/our/te near our apartment. Home—s@/e tasty
/[aod, ata ﬂaod pr/cf:. / had chicken paprl'kas and van had
rakott krump/i ( potato casserole). We had a few meals
here later on.

Went to supermarket ﬁzr essentials. C/lmp/

Wednzsdaﬂ 5/06

Ivan and Jano had two radio interviews, so we
S,UE(/‘/ about in Jano's fat/lerfs car. The ﬁrst one was at
Klub Radio 95.3 on the dial, which was in Obuda, an old
part of Budapzst. ! had a chance to see the Roman ruins
(i Budap&st was once part of the Roman empire, and was
called Pannonia) and some /ove[y cobbled strects with Cﬂ/[ES,
5/10;15 ete. The second interview was at Besz rvadio, an
internet radio, in a Jorgeous old bw'/d/nﬂ ma /eﬂfy street i
downtown Pest.

Late lunch with Jano, Authentic Hunﬂarian food
Noticed smokers allowed to smoke in outdoor areas even
when peap/e are eating.

In the evening we Cﬂuﬂ/tt up with our ﬁ/end
Barbara’s niece, Michelle and Bruce, who /mppzned to be
" Budapest/ Had a drink at a bar downstairs ﬁam our
apartment. Great atmosphere, conversation and drinks.

lvan went to meet Jano to see a p/ﬂﬂ, ”Ca/{gu/ﬂ ”
with an actor, Janos DEﬂi who was imvolved in the ﬁ/m
screenings.

While lvan was away, | was brave and went down
to the /mst//nﬂ street to get a takeaway Kebab ﬁom one of
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the many Turkish p/aces, and found my way back. Tﬂséy
and cheap.

Thursday 6/06

Budapest central market, to stock up on ﬁlad and
eat some Langos (a real Hungarian dish, ﬁ/e&/ bread sort
of fike a pizza, but with sour cream on top, or you can /ﬂyﬁr
on lots af other stuﬁr as the ma/n[y tourists do), look at
arts and cmﬁs, souvenirs, etc. [ts a b(’g p/ace, ma beautiﬁ:/
bm’/dinﬂ, and we did some shoppinﬂ there.

We went /gy tram, and the market tram Stop s
near the Li/ﬂerzfy Br/p{ge, one of the u/onderfu/ brl’&{ges which
span the magmﬁcent Danube River.

Across the road ﬁam the market is a square, /md/nﬂ to
Vaci Utca, a /onj bmut/fu/ street closed to tmﬁqc with a
range af ﬁlad and up market rzta//shops.

Dinner was again at Frici Pa/m, with Ivan’s cousins
Gu/yﬂ and Zoli, and Gu[yafs u///[e Etelka, and their son
also Gu[ya and his ﬂl’r/ﬁiend Greta. The ﬁlad was ﬂood but
there was obvious tension between the cousins. Most af it

was lost on me as [ can’t understand Hunﬂarian/

Fr/daﬂ 7/06
Spent some time at Art+Cinema where the ﬁ/m
screenings were to be held. It is on the very busy Erszebet
Korut (road). P/anm’nﬂ meeting with all those involved.

Satm’daﬂ 8/06
Train to Lake Balaton, a 2 hom:/'am’m:y. Trams
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going to Balaton seem not to be air conditioned, but the
windows were open and we got a nice breeze as we sped
a/anj. Beaut/fu/ ﬂat countlys/de. This is the /a/:gest Jake in
central Europe, like an inland sea really, over 500 sq km.
We were met by a ﬁiend afjdno and Sfﬂﬂﬁd at her mother’s
quaint old house on the T/h&my pem’nsu/a.

She was going to an event at St Michaels’
Cathedral at Veszprem, so we went there with her, visited
this famous church, and spemf 3 hours exp/or/hﬂ this
bmut/ﬁd/ historic town, with cobbled streets and medieval
and baroque architecture, and ﬂ/oriaus views ﬁom the top
of the town.

Had a nice meal in the square, while a bridal partﬂ
took photas nearby.

In the ear[y evening, we had a wander a/onﬂ the
Lake Balaton, watched the sunset, and had p/zza and wine
at a lakeside restaurant. Families were swimming and
there were ﬂac/tﬁs on the lake, but we decided not to swim.

Spmdﬂy 9/06

Aﬂer breakfast i the ﬂarden, we were taken to
the VI'//ﬂﬂE of Tihanﬂ, a gorgeous p/acz, with its Bﬂroque
A/ﬂ/ﬂﬂ Church, built in the 18 centmy on the site ofan
earlier church consecrated in 1060 but destrqyed in 1702
Beﬂut/fu/ ﬁescoes adorn the czi/lhﬂ. There was a spe(:/a/
mass as it was Pentacost Sundaﬂ.

The ﬁ'/lany Peninsula is a conservation area, very
bmut/ﬁd/, with marvelous views of the lake all around. We

wandered around the small streets, browsed at the market

137



It's All Good...

stalls, and er]/'qyed icecream and cool drinks.

We spmt the rest af the aﬂzrnoon at Ba/atonfured,
called the f’gmndest resort on the lake”. It's very /msy with
many focal and fore[gn tourists, restaurants and 5/10/75.

Finally, in mr{y evening, we boarded our train for
the return to Budapest.

M onday 710/06

Met Hep{y and Madeleine, Melbourne ﬁimds
(1 Hep{y is my ﬁ/ends dauﬂhter and Madeline is his
ﬂrﬂnddauﬂ/tter) who /tappened to be in Budapest. We
cauﬂ/lt the bus to Zuj//"get, which is an outer /mrt af
Buda, very green and with camping ﬂropmds and outdoor
activities, espECIh/[y ﬁ)r fami/fzs.

Went to the L/'/yffga, a cha/r/lﬂ in the Buda hills. It
is a two-way cha/r//ﬂ system between Zuﬂ/l"gd and the
lookout, the Elisabeth Tower, on Jinos Hill ( the h[ghest
peak in the city), /ﬂrow'd/hﬂ a éeautlfu/ panorama a/onj
the way. It was a very /onﬂ walk to the tower ﬁom the
cha/r//ﬂ, but Ivan ﬁwmd a man in a vehicle who drove us
up ] Then it's 500 steps to the top af the tower, which was
built in 1977 and was named aﬁfer Empress Elisabeth u///[e
of Em/ﬂeror Franz /ose/ﬂh.

Aﬂeru/ards, we went to look at the New York Coﬁfee
House, but the queues were too /onﬂ, so we took phatos
instead and /ﬂ/anned to return another day.

ltwas a pub//c /loll'day so the /a(ge Shopp/nﬂ
centers were closed, Aﬂzr saying ﬂoodbﬂe to our ﬁ/ends, we
went to the West End Cizfy Centre, a bit like Chadstone but
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a bit smaller. We found a coﬁq;e 5/10/7 and whiled away a
few hours Msmﬂ their wtﬁ
Can’t remember what we did ﬁ)r the rest of the day

or dinner:

Tuzsdaﬂ 71/06

Went to the Lukacs thermal bath and swimming
poo/, ﬁ)r a ﬂaod soak, sauna | for fvan) and massage. Once
we fomw/ our way around and located where to get towels
etc, it was a u/onderfu/ ex/ﬂer/ence. There have been baths in
the same location ﬁvm Turkish times, a/t/muﬂh the current
bm’/dinﬂ dates ﬁom the late 1800s. All sorts of medical
treatments are also available.

Budapest is called the spa mpito/ of the world, with
continuous hot bu/a/ﬂ//nﬂ /tea//nﬂ water under the city. The
hot poo/s at Lucacs are indoors with two /a/ye swimming
/Joo/s outside. It is mamdﬂtwy to wear a cap while
swimming, and no T shivts etc are allowed, J'Mst normal
bathers.

The /mi/dinj is also very bmut/fu/ with a /ove[y
ﬂarden and roaf top area.

tvan had a ﬁ/m screem'nﬂ meet/nﬂ i the evem'nﬂ.

Wednesdaﬂ 72/06
Budapest Central market aqgain, to jet supp//es to
make chicken soup, and ﬁes/t ﬁw’t etc.
As it was very hot and we had done a lot af u/ﬂ/k/nﬂ
and trave///hﬂ here and there, we rested this ﬂﬂernoan..
exhausted!
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In between the main events detailed here, we
walked all over the p/acz, met peop/e, ate and had co}fez,
Shopped eftc.

T/mrsdﬂy 713/06

Art + Cinema theater. First n[ght of the ﬁ/m
screening was at Spm. We went earlier to the theatre to
prepare, pmft/nﬂ up posters, cop/es af articles, etc on the
walls.

lvan's ﬁ/ms were very well received, the event was a
success and [ am told he Spoke well in Hungarian.

Aﬂer the screening, we went to Ma/yaret Island
(Mﬂ(giﬁsz[get) by tram, stopping on the Margit br/b{qe
to take in the panoramic view over the Danube river. It
was just cool enouﬂh to stroll about without sweating.
Margaret Island is a 225-acre island in the middle of
the Danube River in the middle af Budapest. There are
ﬂardens, a swimming /Joo/, b/'cycle tracks etc and a Musical
Fountain which is illaminated at n[ght. Music is p/aﬂed
and there were /to/qgmms prg’ected. Its very spectacu/an
We heard a Var/'etfy of music ﬁom Brahms to Bocelli, ﬁom
Simon and Garﬁmke/ to Vivaldi, Unfortunate[y there were
a ﬁzw mosquitoes or some sort of /7/t/'nﬂ insects which
descended on me ﬁom the trees so we had to move on, /[or
a walk a/onﬂ the river. It was moving very ﬁlst and looked
very strong. | can’t imagine how Ivan padd/ed his Canadian
canve here as a teenaﬂen but he did!

Fr/daﬂ 14/06
The second and ﬁna/ day af screenings. [ was ﬁze//nj
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umwell, may/ae dzhﬂdmted and sunstrokel | Sfﬂﬂgd home
unts/ 7pm, when | made my way to the theatre to see Janos
ﬁ/m. The theatre was almost fu//, and the program was

well received,

Satmfday 715/06

Lunch at lvan’s cousin and ﬁlm/[g, Gﬂu/ﬂ, Etelka,
their son Gyu/a and Greta his jl’r/ﬁfimp{ Thqy have a /m:qe
apartment i the suburbs, we went bﬂ bus. took about
30 minutes. We called into the local shappinﬂ centre to get
wine and a potted /a/ant for Etelka, and / bouﬂht a skirt as
it was too hot in my pants! Unfartunate\/y / chose a shop
with Toorak prices.

We had a delicious lunch, with wild boar ﬂou/ash,
and all the éyp/cﬂ/ Hungarian trimmings. A very /j/msamf
aﬂernaon. / tried the cold ﬁuit soup which | had a/ways
avoided, and it was delicious, reﬁ'es/t/hﬂ, but a bit like have

sweets as ﬁrst course.

Spmdﬂy 16/06

Went to the station to /my the train tickets to
Vienna. The stations are very ﬂl’ﬂﬂﬁ{ indeed. One had a
Macdonalds downstairs, it looked ﬂ/or/ous.’

Brmkfast at the New York Co/fee House, “the most
bmut/ﬁd/ caﬁ; in the world”..it rea/[y is. [t was or{'gina// an
American insurance bui/d/nﬂ (hence the name), and went
throuj/l ups and downs over time, but was restored and
reborn in 2006 in its current ﬂ/wy.

Returned to our apartment to be picked up bﬂ
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Gyu/a and Etelka to go to cousin Zoli's p/ace.

Late lunch at Zoli's p/ﬂce at Ocsa. We had our meal
on the verandah of his dauﬂhter and son in law’s house
which they built at the ﬁomf of his house. Ocsa is about 34
km ﬁam Budapest and has a rural fee[ It became a /a(ge
ﬁlmt'[y jat/lerinﬂ as Zoli's son and fam/[y also J'o/ned us. It
was a bit messuy and confusinﬂ, with peop/e speak/nﬂ across
each other, coming and going, and ﬂmera/ disorder! lvan
was not hﬂp/ﬂy with their behaviour..

Mondaﬂ 17/06

A dﬂy at Castle Hill, in Buda. Buda, unlike Pest
which is ﬂat, /s hi/[y and therefarz has many /ove[y vistas.
An easy trip éﬂ tram and bus. Very busy with tourists and
tour groups. We ﬁrst went to the national archives, another

ﬂ/orious /mi/dlhj, to tr:q to ﬁnd /nﬁ)rmnﬁ/cm about lvan'’s
mother, but we were divected to another location, which we
will try [ater.

So much to see and exper/ence here, Fisherman's
Bastian, St Matthias ( Matyas) Church where lvan'’s
aum?y ()/ﬂ/ was marvied, statues, monuments, fountains,

a /ove[y square, amazing views of the par/iammt etc. lvan
spmt some of his childhood near here, and used to roller
skate where the tourists wander. We had coﬁe and cakes
ata famous small mﬁe called Ruswurm, and chatted to
some Enﬂ/lls/l visitors ﬁam a tour 5/1/,'0. Asa /ﬂy, Ivan used
to come here with his father aﬁfer mass.

We found a home{y p/ace far jau/ash soup for
funch.
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We met a ﬁlbnd at the Szecseny National L/'bra/y,
where Ivan’s book is available, and saw the Budapest
H/lstwy Museum, the National Gﬂ//ﬂ:q, the Sandor Palace
and the chﬂnﬂ/nﬂ of the ﬂlxlﬂl’d there. | photoﬂraphed some
old crumb/inﬂ walls ﬁ’om earlier times.

In the evening, aﬁfer avery bu.gy day, we attended
a stirring performancz at the Danube Palace bﬂ the
Hungarian State Folk Ensemble. Thri//lhﬂ traditional music
and dancinﬂ, very /Jmfessiona/ and skilled .

We walked home down wide lo Ve/y streets with
restaurants, where the rich overseas tourists go (so van
tells me) and pa.st the maﬂmﬁcent St S tep/tenfs Basilica,
which was bmut:fu/[y fit up.

Tuesday 718/06,/79

Train to Vienna, a two hour tr/,b man arr
conditioned train. It was quite crowded as it was the start
of the /onﬂ summer school ho//daﬂs and many fami/fzs
and groups were trave///hﬂ. We passed throuj/l Komarom
and saw the /7/’1'0@6 which lvan'’s step mother crossed when
she braujht him back to Budﬂpest, aﬁfer the war. lvan
remembers she smuﬂﬂ/zd him over the border for a /Jacket
of cigarettes. He had had a very happy ﬁzu/ years with his
at«m@ Peppi i what is now Slovakia, and did not want to
Jeave.

Vienna was even hotter than Budapest! A very
bmut/ﬁd/ c/éy, a/thouﬂh the Danube River doesn’t m:tua/[y
ﬂow thmuﬂh the city. Instead there is a “channel” which is
not very impressive.

We boarded a Hop on Hop oﬁr bus and our ﬁrst
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stop was Schonbrunn Palace, a tru[y stmm/nﬂ p/ﬂce,

with over 1000 rooms, and the summer residence of the
Haps/ﬂmg monarc/ly. The queues to tour the /m/ace

were too /anj so we did a trip on a little cart around the
enormous ﬂmunds, which include a zoo, green houses,
ﬂardens, a maze etc. [ believe the ﬂrapmds are about the size
of Monaco.

Back on the bus and we continued our tour of
Vienna. We sat up the top of the bus and endured the heat
to ﬂet the best view of the bmut/fu/ c/éy, its museums,
churches, jardms, wide and narrow streets. We ﬂot oﬁr at
the opera house but it was closed for a perform&mce.

We thereﬁlrz walked to St S tep/tens Cathedral, a
grant ﬂothic structure foundzd in the 12th century. Aﬁfer
m&mdato;y phatos, we ﬁmnd a mﬁz and ery’oyed ENOrmous
wiener schnitzel for dinner. We passed the Naschmarkt,
Vienna's most popu/ar faod market, twice but didn’t have
time to go back to eat there!

The Vienna I’ﬂl'/u/ﬂﬂ station is new and very
1h1pr655ive, and we er]/'qyed a rest in a sweet mﬁe beforf:
board/nj the traim.

We had our own carriage ﬁ)r the > Journey back to
Budapest, once the truszfy Viennese ticket /'nspector /l6406d
a ﬁ/end[y drunk back to his seat in another part af the
train.

Wednesday 79/06/79

Ivan recorded his interview with Duna TV, at a

/alye, brand new performance venue at Millenaris Park.

This was a very %}fferznt /ahysica/ envivonment, with all
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new bui/d/hﬂs. It had been an industrial site in Buda,
turned into a modern cultural comp/ex with exhibition
halls, a /a/ye /Jﬂrk with a prmd and custom-built
p/ayﬂrounds. [ wandered about while lvan was interviewed,
The interview was aived a ﬁzu/ days later and we watched it
in our apartment.

We went bﬂ Taxi ﬁom our apartmemf in Pest, and
agaim this was ﬁm as we /mssed many monuments and
interesting /714//&//1195 a/onﬂ the way.

Aﬂerward.s, we went to the Births, Deaths and
Marr/'aﬂes ng/lstly, to seek informat/on about lvan’s
mother, and any surviving fam/\/y on his mother’s side.
However, thqy could not ﬁnd any records! Ivan has some
capies of records, eq marriage cert/ﬁcate, but even ha ving
these did not /le/p. Very ﬁustmt/nﬂ.

Cannot remember what we did for the evening!

E very walk was a disco very, with cobbled streets, wide

avenues, bmutifu/ /mi/dl'njs, [ittle parks, /hterest/'nﬂ shaps
and caﬁzs...

T/mrs&/ﬂy 20/06/79

Another hot springs, This time Gellert Thermal
baths and SWI'mminﬂ Pool, which opened in 1918, and
renovated since. It is very bmmf/ﬁd/ art nouveau bui/d/nﬂ,
and the poo/s area de/[g/dt. Itis apart of the Gellert Hotel
camp/ex. The outside swimming poo/ /s also a wave poa/,
and they are m{g/léy é{'g waves..knocked me r{'g/lt over!
Ivan too! But ﬁm. All this saak/nﬂ and paundinﬂ makes
one very tired, but we had a lunch date.
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Lunch with van’s nephew Kis Gyusz/, ata /alye
cafefer/a attached to his work p/ﬂce. A /m:qe range of
éy/j/cﬂ/ Hunjﬂr/an fare, all delicious.

Visited the Budapest Synaﬂqgue, known as the
Great Sﬂnaquue, the second /a/yest in the world, and a
tourist attraction. It was just around the corner ﬁom our
apartment. The Jewish museum is also there. | had never
been inside a synagogue befare. This one is ﬂ/orious but
with a tragic /t/lstmy of the holocaust.

Dinner at the Blue Rose (Kek Rozsa},Just outside
the Synagogque. Serves “authentic Hungarian foad ” very
delicious, espECIh/[y the Gundel Palacsinta (. crzpes}, which
are ﬁ//ed with jratmd walnuts, raisins, and rum ﬁ///nﬂ,
served ﬂambézd in a dark chocolate sauce made with eqq
yo/ks, /tem(y cream and cocoa. The or{'gina/ rea,be s a secret

mamtamed by the ﬁlmous Gundel restaurant.

Fr/daﬂ 21/06,/79

Not such a busy daﬂ, icluded a trl)b to the post
oﬁce ( Posta) as van had a parcz/ to post. This rep]uired
queuing up at three dtﬁrznt windows, but he etgqued
chatt/'nﬂ to the very he/pfu/ sta/f and the pﬂrce/ arrvived
Sﬂ/[(z[y a ﬁeu/ days later. Can’t remember about the rest of
the day..

Dinner back at Frici Papa restaurant, with all the
peop/e involved in the ﬁ/m ﬁzst/m[ A very /tappy ﬂatherinj,
and quite a /[EW spoke Eﬂﬂ/l:sh. It was pouring rain when we
/eﬂ, and we arvived home tofa/[y soaked but happy.’ The
washer/d/yer was very hmw{y that n{g/tt/
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Saturday 22/06/79

Lunch with van’s sister, lldiko and her husband
Gulya , at their daughter’s (Hajnalka or Dawn in English)
/J/m:e. qunﬂ//(afs husband Tamas, and three stmpp/nﬂ
sons, and Jorgeous dqg were there. Thqy have a /ave{y
three storqy home, and we were served a marvelous lunch,
/nc/ud/nﬂ chicken pﬂpr/’ka( Pﬂprl’kash Csirke), nokedli (
mins dump//nﬂs), salads, and Chestnut Puree, abso/ute/y
delicious, for sweets. stztenyepurz is a mixture of pureed
chestnuts ﬂm/ored with rum and vanifla and pressed
throuﬂh a potato ricer to make thin chestnut “noodles”
that get topped with wht]apw/ cream. Wines were “Bulls
Blood” or Egri Bikaver, but not a very ﬂoad one, and Rose.
This was a /onﬂ lunch, and we didw’t leave untdl well after
Spm. An emotional time far fvan. He tried to speak to his
sister about /Jast issues, but it didn’t work.

We met Tamas, Jano's ﬁnfher; ﬁ)r drinks in the
Franz Listz (the composer} square, which is a very nice
space with an lmprzssive statue of Franz Listz, ﬂ/onﬂ with
the Academﬂ of Music, and many restaurants, and a small
/mrk in the middle.

[t’s a short walk to Andmssy Avenue, a world
/leritaje site, comp/eted 11 1885 and named aﬁfer the Prime
Minister of the daﬂ. Its Eclectic Neo-Renaissance pa/aczs
and houses are Impressive. Rich and noble ﬁlmi//es fived
there and also the State ()pera House, and now many
upsca/e bout/ques, inc/ud/nﬂ Louis Vuitton, Ermenqgi/do
qulm, Burberly and Gucci are there.

Budapest Jazz Club, one of lvan's ﬁlvor/'te p/aces, for
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a wonderfu/ performancz of Bossa Nova by a local group. A

very p/msant evening. Home late on the very eﬁc/emf tram

system, and we even faund a 24 hour shop to buy milk for

brmkfast, a/t/zouﬂ/z everyone else was éuy/nﬂ alcohol.
Sunday 23/06/79.

Our last ﬁ/l// day i Hungary with sorting and
pack/'nﬂ the main activity.

Visited 2 ﬂa//erlbs, the ﬁrst beinﬂ the Robert Capa
Comfempory P/totoymp/ty Centre, to see an extensive
collection of his work. Robert Capa was a Hungarian war
p/lofographer and photg’ournﬂ/llst, considered by some to
be the  greatest combat and adventure photographer m
/ttlsfo;y. He recorded ﬁve wars, /'nc/udlhﬂ an iconic phofo
of the death of a soldier in the Spamlsh Civil war, and his
images of the Norm&mdy Invasion on D-Day redeﬁned
p/totg’ourna//lsm. He died in Indochina in 1954 aﬂzﬂ/ 1 just 41.

Our next stop was the Hunﬂar/'ﬂn House of
Photqgmphy (Mai Mano Haz), a mu/t/lstwy house built
m 1894 bﬂ the rqya/ phatoyrapher to exhibit Hunﬂarian
photoﬂraphy. A beautlfu/ bui/dinﬂ with /'nterestinﬂ,
sometimes 6)(per/'menta/ phatogmphy, and a /ovq/y book
shop.

Next was lunch (» iy favor/te Gu/yﬂs soup aﬂa/'n!).
Later we walked to Vaci Utca (Street) ﬁ)r some last minute
shoppinﬂ. Viici Street is known as one of the top shappinﬂ
streets with many ﬂaod restaurants and bars, upmarket
hotels and exclusive shops.

M onday 24/06/79
Our taxi arrived at 6am to take us to the a/'r/jort,
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far the /onﬂ tr/,b home. As usual the taxi driver was

Hmyﬂr/ﬂm and very /1540ﬁ4/ and ﬁ/'end[y. It turned out

that he lived in Ocsa where Ivan'’s cousin Zoli and faml"/y
live.

End af Cathyfs dmry

On the opening night. Me, Gabor Marinkas, Janos Zoltan and Tamara Tokaji

Interviewed on Duna World TV about the Festival with
Andrea Kalocsai

Durinﬂ the ﬁ/m fesﬁ/m/ m Budﬂpest, one emotional
zxpzrtbnce stood out ﬁ)r me. In ny openninﬂ speech when
[ mentioned that 63 years ago [ was bui/d/nﬂ barracades
aﬂa/'nst the Russian tanks, in ﬁont of this very cinema. /t
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was well received /75 the audience.

We returned to Australia Mp//ﬂed and happy. Life went
on, little Jett was growing and [ was very imprzssed about
his nature, his power of concentration a/ways /mpressed me
then, and even now in 2027, [ am sure he will continue to

devz/op i this pas/t/ve wa.

/ ke/ﬂt on p/ﬂy/nﬂ bowls. While | was p/ay/nﬂ in the semi
ﬁna/ in the heat for three hours, | felt that my /eﬂ knee and
my whole /70@ became pﬂinfu/

Didn’t pay much attention to it at the time...I should
have. Thinjs got worse. | had to have the Duralane
lhjectian m my /eﬂ knee, at last.

Fa//ou//nﬂ the mjection | got a vival or bacterial /'nfect/on.
(1 don’t know which) It took its toll.

My blood composition c/mnﬂed and | ended up in
/to.sp/ta/ They told me | had Po[ymya{glh Rheumatica.

It took three weeks to cure me to 50% eﬁcfency. Other
camp//cat/ons ﬁ)//owed and even in A ugqust 2020 [ wasn’t
7100%.

In the meantime Coronavirus was spreadinﬂ in the
cammuniéy. Lucki[y [ missed out on lots of issues
associated with that pandzmt’c while concentmt/nﬂ on my

own prab/ems...
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The Festival poster Still talking...

In front of my favourite cafe My nephew kis Gyuszi Gaal
on Castle Hill
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Hajnalka, Cathy and Ildiko in
Budapest

Dinner with my cousin Gyula, Etelka and Gréta,
kis Gyuszi’s girlfriend with Cathy in 2019
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Cathy had a great time in Budapest

...and in Vienna
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2027

This year Adidn’t start well. / deve/aped avery sharp pam in
my r{'ght ﬁmt. The physiat/lzmpllst recommended exercises,
but thf:y Aidn’t /16//7, they made it worse.

T/tqy pain sometimes subsided and | was still p/aﬂ/nﬂ
awn balls. That is the time when | had an electric shock
to my heart to make it r(fgu/ar. /t was a success. Aﬂzr
that | fe/t terr/ﬁc for a few days. / won the Club'’s 77’/,'0/6
champ/ons/n]ﬂ with Emmett and Anﬂe/o. The competition
was toujh, itwas a jremf honour:

The paimn returned a ﬁzu/ days later. [ was dzspemte to stop
it. [ couldn’t s/eep at n[ght. / ﬁe/t terrible.

/ went to the O[ympt'c Park Medical Centre where | had an
MRS and then a steroid /@/bctlbn m my fower back, where
the paim was a//qged{y coming ﬁom. Not/t/nﬂ heﬁﬂeﬁ{
Finally, with Cﬂthyfs /1640, [ admitted mysz/f to Epu/ort/t
Hosp/ta/ Thqy prow'ded me with four spec/a//lsts, /'nc/udlhﬂ
my kl'dney specia/llst, Doctor Ana, who saved my //fe
beﬁve... None of them knew what to do with me. | had
another steroid injection in my back. That didn’t heﬁv
either. Noth/nﬂ took away the /min, and [ was not able

to take anti inﬂﬂmmatwy medication because of reduced
kidmgy ﬁmct/on. The ﬂmera/ consensus was that | had
sciatica with /yim‘/ted nerves, with the pa/n referred to my
feet. Smywy was an opt/on, but r/lsky because of my age.
Aﬂer three weeks [ /eﬂ the haspita/ with pain. [ went in

with /min and came out with pa/n.
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Instead of reﬁzrr/hﬂ me to aut—pat/ent rehab, | was reﬁerred
toa pa/n mnnaﬂement specia//lst, and had to wait three
months for an appointment. A/t/tauﬂ/t [ wasn’t /tﬂppy
about the wait, | ﬁna/[y had some hz{b ﬁom a wnice doctor.
The most eﬁctive treatment far a while was the cannabis
oil, which I ordered t/zroujh the r{'g/lt channels. Not c/wap...
The process continues, the pa/n m my foaé comes and goes
and [ see a number ofspea’a/tlsﬁs, without any /astinﬂ
resolution. Aﬂer a /anj wait, [ started a compre/tzns/ve
rehabilitation program, so am fze//nﬂ ﬁtter and stronﬂen
and can look forward to increasing improvement...
hopefirlly,
There will a/u/ays be c/za//enﬂes and J’qys m my //fe, and
still, at age 83, [ am optimrﬁstfc about the future, espECIh/[y
when [ can spend more time at Warburton.

[t will be all ﬂood/ /
On May Jst at the Awards N{ght, at Fitzroy BC, / received
the beaut/fu/ ﬂ/ass trop/ly. [ think it will be my fast one...

The end
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GALLERY

“Work like you don’t need money
Love like you've never been hurt
and dance like no one is looking”

Satchel Paige
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Tomas at Dereel

Carmel Burnett’s 80th birthday, with her grandchildren
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Friend Harry Blutstein at his book signing

Sandor Mokos, my teacher in Hungary, still friends
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Nigel Buesst, filmmaker and mentor at our joint 80th birthday

With Sandor and Cathy
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Megan Wallens, friend in Warburton

Long time friend from Little Athletics days, Ingar
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Phil and Veronika, good friends

I have known Philip Morgan, photographer/artist, for 50 years
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My happy accountant and friend, Gianna Rosica

Dr Deborah Towns OAM, long time friend and collaborator
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Friends for over 40 years, Judy (now deceased) and Roger Auton

BBC journalist and friend, Mike Popham in London
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50 year reunion with Gloria Villis

Elaine said that “Tony always made me laugh’
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Barbara and Cathy, friends for over 50 years

With my sister Ildiko in Budapest 2019
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With Tony in London, at Portobello Road

Kis Gyuszi and Gréta at ‘Frici Papa’ (my favourite restaurant in Budapest)
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With Madeline and Hedy at Jénos Hegy

1956 medal winning Olympic canoeist and friend,
Frenec Mohdcsi with his medals
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Dori, my niece with koalas in Hungary

Szabolcs, my nephew with his wife Zsuzsi at Ocsa, Hungary
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My favourite “junk food” in Budapest, langos

Tomas at his first share house, with Stu
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My late mother-in-law Carmel in Warburton

My happy father-in-law Jack Burnett

170



Cathy’s birthday 2021

Meeting Cathy at the second family wedding changed my life
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With my sister Ildiko in Budapest

Ildiko’s daughter Hajnalka

Cathy always loved the snow...

172



Lovely Jett with his Thai grandfather at Bangkok

Cathy, Jett and his mother Tip, 2021
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Nicolas running in cross country

The winning team at Princes Park Carlton Bowls Club
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Nicolas

Cathy with Tomas

Cathy with her siblings; John, Anne, Mary, Peter and Raymond
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Appendix

Awards

Applause Please was a finalist in the 22nd Sydney International Film Festival
in 1975 in the General Category.

Tandberg On Page One was a finalist in the Australian Film Institute Awards
in 1983.

The Age of Change was a finalist in the ATOM Awards 1984.

Children With Special Abilities was a finalist in the American Film Festival in
New York City 1984.

Received two Australian Teachers of Media Awards (ATOM) for the film
Ibrahim in 1986 and voted by children as the best Australian educational film
of the year.

Ibrahim was also a finalist at the Birmingham (Alabama, USA) Educational
Film Festival in 1987.

Received PATERS Award (Humanitarian Services, Australian Academy of
Broadcast Arts & Sciences) for the film No More Secrets in 1988.

Final nominee in 1989 for Australian Television Awards for the film Its Not
All Rubbish.

Grandfathers and Revolutions received many international awards around the
world in 2000s (cameraman and mentoring young director Peter Hegedus)

Certificate in appreciation for the support and contribution to the Physical
and Sport Education of Victorian Students. 1999

Certificate of Recognition for participating in the World Masters Games in
2002.

Recognition for the Outstanding Contribution to the seventh Pacific School
Games. 2005.

Certificate of Appreciation for contribution to the Golden Anniversary of the
Melbourne Olympic Games in 2006.

Certificate of Appreciation for judging the ATOM Awards in 2009.

Award of Merit for the Olympic Movement and Sport in Victoria from the
Victorian Olympic Council in 2012.

Senior Commendation Award for A Man From the Other Side at Warburton
Film Festival 2016
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fvay Gaal
From Wikipedlia, the free encyclopedia

tvan Gaal (born 23 March, 1938) is an Australian filmmaker. He
pr/mar/'[y makes documentm:y ﬁ/ms. He has also worked as a /Jrofes-

sional photoyraphen and also ﬂm’ne&/ recognition as a canoesst.

Contents

Bt’oﬂmphy

Film career

Selected ﬁ/mqgmphy
Bt’[}//oﬂmphy
Personal /Ifé
Refermces

External links

N @ 0 h W N ™

Blbﬂraphy

Gaal was born in Bm/apest, Hungary, on 23 March, 1938, and was
educated in the Communist system wntil his depﬂrfurf; to Austra-
lia at the age of 18.[1] At his school in Budapest, the historic Toldy
Ferenc Gimmndzium, he excelled in the sport of ()/ﬂmpic wresé/inﬂ and
was thejum'ar champion of Budﬂpest i1 1954. He also excelled in

canoeing.[2]

e em[gmte&/ to Australia as a refuﬂee in 71957 ﬁ?//ou//nﬂ the Hun-
garian Revolution of 1956./3][4]/5] Settling in Melbourne, he won
the Australian Canoe C/mmp/onshlp (held by the Australian Canoe
Federation, now Paddle Austm/ia} i Canadian Pairs class in 1960,
which led to his selection to the Australian canoeing team ﬁJr the
Rome Olympics in 1960./6] Due to a lack of funds, he was unable to
attend the games. [5]
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He worked ﬁ:r the Australian Bmadcastlhﬂ Commission ﬁom 7959 to
1969 as a audio technician,[7] and then worked for the Department
of Education Victoria from 1970/3] in the Audio-Visual Educa-

tion Centre (AVEC) ﬁ/m unit, where he stayed ﬁJr almost 30 years,
divecting various docu-drama and documentary films.[8] At the
same time, he made /hdepmdmt/ﬂ—pmduced ﬁ/ms, with ﬂovernment
grants. He also camp/eted the Graduate D/'/J/oma m A/J/J/ied Film
and Television ﬁom the Swinburne Film and Television School (now
Victorian College of the Arts) in 1978./9]

He has been imvolved in many organisations over the years, inc/udinj
the Melbourne Filmmakers’ Co-Op,[8] the Pram Factory,[8] the
Australian Teachers of Media,[8] Metro Magazine[10] and the Yarra
Ranges Film Society. [17]

While u/arkinﬂ asa ﬁ/mmake;; Gaal also worked in still phafoyrﬂphy.
He took phofos of various musical artists u/orkinﬂ for Fable Records
in the 1970s, including Francisus Henrif12] and for the Department
of Education, promoting physim/ and sport education for Victorian
students in the 1990s and 2000s,[5] and for the Victorian Olympic
Council ﬁam 2006-2014, where he was awarded an Order anerit
in 2012.[13] He won the Visage Portrait Competition in Photography
(Yarra Ranges) in 2014[14] and also made the finals in the Na-
tional Photographic Portrait Prize in 2013 & 2015 in Canberra, [15]
and Duo Magazine Percival Phofojmphic Portrait Prize 2076 in
Townsville, [16] and one of his photographs (of George Spartels) was
ﬂccepfed into the permanent collection af the National Portrait Gal-
lery in Canberra in 2019.[17] He staged a solo photo exhibition at Art
Centre, Warburton, Victoria, in 2017.[15] He has published a book of
his photographs called People, Stories and Dance in 2018.[18]

Film career

Gaal’s ﬁ/m career started in 1970 with the ﬁ/m All far the Love af /t
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(8 mins, 16mm).[1]

His work in the 1970s ﬂained recognition at ﬁ/m ﬁzstim[s and won
awards. App/ause Please was a ﬁna/llst at the Sﬂdney Film Festival
short film awards in 1975;[19] Eclipse, Getting the Message, The
Punter, and Mndbe(g on Page One were all selected ﬁrr the Mel-
bourne Film Festival:[20] Tandberg On Page One was a finalist

in the Australian Film Institute Awards in 1983; lbrahim received
two ATOM Awards in 1986 and was voted by children as the best
Australian educational ﬁ/m af the year, and was also a ﬁna/llst at the
Birmingham (Alabama, USA) Educational Film Festival awards in
1987:[1] The Punter, lbrahim and Jubilee and Beyond were selected for
the St.Kilda Film Festival.[21] Also, Soft Soap in 1977 was distribut-
ed in commercial cinemas as a short film supporting feature films.[3]
Recent{q, his ﬁ/m App/ause, Please screened in a speciﬂ/ retmspective
program at Melbourne Cinematheque in 2017.[22]

Aﬂer a period of u/or/dnﬂ ﬁ?r the Department of Education promoting
school sporfs with video and /Jhofoﬂmphs in the 1990s, Ivan returned
to p/irect/hﬂ his own ﬁ/ms in 2006 with Grqy Paddle Power, and then
leing on the Cake in 2009, and A Man From the Other Side in 2075,
which was Awarded at the Yarra Ranges Film Festival at Warburton
in 2016.[1]

In June 2079, Ivan participated ma ﬁ/m festim/ entitled "Australian
Films - Hungarian 5/71'/’/6 ” presented m Budapest, Hungary. He
was a quest at the ﬁst/'m/, screening several of hi's ﬁ/ms, and giving
a couple of speeches.[23] When he was there, he was interviewed on
Duna World TV, on the show "Ot-kontinens”, on June 22, 2079.[24]

The ﬁ/m critic Advian Martin has said of Gaal- “van Gaal is c/ear(y

a thoughtﬂ:/ ﬁ/mma/«zr who has reﬂected /onﬂ and hard, over his

lifetime, on the ways and means of educational cinema”[8]
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The Age newspaper (in the colummn Buﬁf s Choice on July 20, 1984),
called Gaal a “local stalwart” for his films.[25]

Gaal’s ﬁ/ms and videos are available ﬁom ACMY (Australian Centre
for the Moving Image) Lending Collection and NFSA (National Film
and Sound Archive) Screen Lendinﬂ Collection.

Selected ﬁ/mqgmphﬂ

All For The love ()f it (1970, 8 mins, 161mm)
Thursday’s Children (1970, 25 mins,16 mim)
Camberwell Junction (1974, 5 mins, 16mm)
A/Jp/ause Please (1974, 22 mins, 16mm)

Circus Nomads (1975, 22 mins, 16mm)

We the Proclaimers (1975, 25 mins, 16mm)

Soﬂ Soap (1976, 35 mins, 16mm, & blown up to 35mm
Jabilee and Beyond (1977, 15 mins, 16mm)

The Punter (1978, 9 mins, 16mm)

Concerto forAds and Heads (1979, 5 mins, 16mm)
Eclipse (1979, 5 mins, 16mm)

Autism, Who Cares (1979, 22 mins, 16mm)

Getting the Message (1979, 30 mins, 16mm)
Celebrations (1980, 30 mins, 16mm)

Men of the Earth (19871, 25 mins, 161mm)

Mndbe;g on Page One (1982, 30 mins, 16mm)

The Age of Change (1983, 25 mins, 16mm)

Not Only to Save Our Jobs... (1983, 36 mins, 1” video)
No Turning Back (1984, 25 mins, 16nm)

Children with Spea'a/ Abilities (1984, 29 mins, 161mm)
lbrahim (1985, 30 mins, 16mm)

Peace in Action (1986, 20 mins, SP Video)

Meeting ofMinds (1986, 25 mins, 16mm)

Give Us Space (1987, 25 mins, SP Video)

No More Secrets (1988, 25 mins, SP Video)

1t's Not All Rubbish (1989, 20 mins, SP Video)
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Grey Paddle Power (2006, 22 mins, DV'D)
Icing on the Cake (2009, 10 mins, DV D)
A Man From the Other Side (2016, 9 mins, DVD)
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Peop/e, Stories & Dance, by Ivan Gaal, phafoﬂmphy book, se/f—pub-
lished, 2018. (Available at the National L/'bm;:q in Canberra, and
other libraries in Australia.)

Comment, Think, Ana/ﬂse, Experience and Learn:

The Neg/ected Film Work of fvan Gaal, by Adrian Martin, Metro
Magazine, 2013, and Mpdatee/ in Film Critic website, 2078.

”0/5mpic Endeavours” [Jf/ Fab Marsani, The Shot magazine, Bowls
Victoria, March 2075.

Personal life[edit]

He remained ath/et/ba/[y compet/éive untdl his later years, winning
the World Masters Champinns/up in double Canadian canve class in
2006 in Edmonton, Canada,[5]
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* "Nezze Visszal”. Mediaklikk.Hu.

* Harris, Paul (July 20, 1984). "Buff's Choice”. The Age.

External links[edit]

Proﬁ/e on Melbourne Independent Filmmakers website

C-2 - No Escape ﬁom the Old Canve divected by Janos Zoltan and
Gabor Marinkas, 27 mins, 2013.

fvan Gaal at IMDb

My 70th birthday
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and ﬁnﬂ/{q...
/ apprec/ate the /1640 oﬁ

Catherine Gaal, for so many years of fove and support
my sons, Nicolas and Tomas, who taujht me so much
about myse/f
Paul Colcheedas for art work and support
Kunyatip Reungsri ﬁ?r pro vip{mj phafoyrﬂphs of iy
ﬂrandson, Jett
Bill Mousoulis ﬁ:r arranging to /J/ace my /Jrofessbna/
life’s history on Gaogz/e and Wikipedia
and, everyone who he/ped me i my //ﬁzfs Jburnqy, to
overcome the cha//enjes my past and present have
thrown up. [ am jrﬂteﬁ/f/ ﬁu’ your p/ﬂce m my //ﬁ.
Thank Yyou all

1t's All Good...

fvan Gaal
@2027

“Meeting” the members of my deceased family, including
my father, Istvin, in Budapest
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Pa.sf.S}:n}f

In 2022 a photograph of David Menadue OAM was

selected as one of the 50 ﬁ'tm//lsts out af 2500 entries in the
National P/Iotqgmph/c Portrait Prize in Canberra. Cmfhy and |
attended the launch on Tst /M(g.

Feature docomentary about the Melbowrne and Syasey
Fitimmakers Cooperative, titled Semces ¢ Cinema was
Sfeatured at the 70t Melbourne lntermational Filimn
Festival in Amgust 2022, [ was one of the particjpant's i
the program.
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